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Abstract 


This research is aimed at assessing the role of Somali Refugees in Ethiopia on diplomatic 
ties between host and home countries. The study elaborated refugee in global context, 
continent-wide, regional and refugees in Ethiopian context as well. The research is 
guided by specific objectives to assess the pushing factors of Somali refugees into 
Ethiopia, to evaluate the refugee integration with hosting community and to analyze 
transnational practice of refugees in areas of cultural, economic and public diplomacy. 
The study employed qualitative research approach as this research focused on living 
experience of refugees and chronological flow of events, in this case the pushing factors 
of Somali refugees in to Ethiopia and its impacts in terms diplomatic ties, environment 
and people to people relations, moreover the researcher adopted three major data 
collection tools of in-depth interview, observation and document analyses. Additionally 
the study analyzed and interpreted the information and raw data from interviewed 
individuals, the documents analyzed and observations been made. The research further 
discussed the circumstances surrounding the refugee in the camps and their settlements. 
Finally the researcher finalized the research and provided recommendation in 


accordance with findings of study. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
1. NTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background 


The history of refugee is as long as the history of human being. Throughout history 
people fled their homeland to escape the fear of persecution, war and violence. The 
establishment of United Nations Higher Commissioner for Refugee (here after UNHCR) 
in 1950 under the auspices of United Nations and the Refugee Convention in 1951 sets 
out and defined the refugee and also recognized rights which should be given to the 
individuals who are recognized as refugee and asylum seekers. The convention also sets 
out persons who do not qualify to be recognized as refugee or asylum seeker such as war 


criminals (UNHCR, 2011). 


UNHCR is mandated by United Nations General Assembly to seek refugee protection 
and implement of the three durable solutions for refugee situation which are promoted 
and utilized by UNHCR based on their order of preference are: voluntary repatriation to 
the country of origin, local integration in the host state, and resettlement in the third 
country. Although voluntary repatriation to home has been identified as the best solution 
both by the host states and UNHCR, the refugee situation in most cases especially in 
Africa lasted for decades due to prolonged nature of conflict in their home land. This is 
because of perceived and real condition of identifying refugees as security threat and 
economic burden in the third country of resettlement, the prospects for resettlement are 
far from rosy. Given protracted conflict and violence in their homeland to repatriate and 
distant prospect for resettlement, local integration becomes the viable policy alternative 


as durable solution (Wogene, 2017). 


The word ‘refugee’ still raises up images of warehoused people under tenant, but 
currently this picture no longer tells the full story of life for refugees with overweighing 
urban refugees; urban areas as the hub of multiculturalism relative to rural places have 
real potential for local integration though the integration cannot be spontaneous. In 1997, 
UNHCR came up with policy that discourages urban refugees by restricting the 


protection space with the perception of urban refugees was exceptions rather than norm. 


Nevertheless, the institution encountered immediate denunciation from different NGOs 
and human right groups, by expanding protection space for urban areas, the 2009 policy 
of UNHCR secured the right of urban refugees. Although the positive contribution of 
policy framework and legal instruments is undeniable, what matters most are the state 
policy directions and praxis significantly affect the local integration of urban refugees 


with the host communities (UNHCR, 2009). 


From 1960s to early 1980s, most of African states had been known for their policy of 
settlement with the provision of land and other support for refugee thereof promoting 
self-reliance and avoid dependence at prima facial basis. Unfortunately, the mass exodus 
of refugees continued after decolonization period to escape civil war, interstate wars, 
political oppression, and draconian human right violations which was further exacerbated 
by the Cold-war contentions (Awoke, 2011). The continent has been unrelenting in 
producing refugee since 1960s. The Cold-War period, as a golden age in refugee history 
worldwide for ideological reason supplemented by Pan-African solidarity and donors’ 
incentives, promoting zonal development approach to refugee settlement and self- 
sufficiency of refugees were basic policy directions of most of African states. In 
evaluating the refugee policy of most of African states in post-independence period, from 
1960s to 1970s, classified it as the era of open-door policy. However, in the last two 
decades the aforementioned generosity of African states have been changed and most of 
them have been implementing strict encampment policy with limited chance for 
settlement and local integration. In 1980s, the major factors for their opposition towards 
local integration were their weak economy. Since 1990s, security concerns have become 
the major reasons to resist local integration, thus, most of the Africa states discourage 
urban refugee settlement by making it illegal with immediate consequences that hinder 
the process of local integration among other factors. Horn of Africa, as one of the most 
conflict-ridden region in the world, is known for mass exodus of refugee. At the heyday 
of Cold-war, especially from the late 1970s to 1980s, the region has shown the largest 
influx of refugees because of inter-state and intra-state wars. The situation continued in 
the post-cold war era. Expressed the region as ‘belt of refugee producing and receiving 
region, currently, the region is the biggest source of refugees worldwide next to middle 


East (Awoke, 2011) 


According to 2016 UNHCR report, among top ten refugee producing countries in the 
world, three of them are from the Horn (Somali, South Sudan and Eritrea). Ethiopia and 
Kenya is the biggest refugee hosting countries in the region (UNHCR, 2016). Ethiopia 
has been receiving hundreds of thousands of refugees if not millions from its neighboring 
countries, mainly from Somalia, South Sudan, Eritrea and other African countries. 
Somalia is one of the major refugees producing country in the Horn of Africa (HOA). 
The major pushing factors that forced Somalis to leave their homeland included political 
instability, oppression, and droughts. However Ethiopia became hosting nation of huge 
numbers of Somali refugees this outcast went on for a considerable length of time in the 
camps. The refugee impacts affect various viewpoints in human life; these effects can be 
environmental effect, social impacts, and economic consequence, political and diplomatic 


affects (UNHCR, 2017). 


Ethiopia is the second largest refugee-hosting; the significant and long-lasting presence 
of refugees from Somalia is due to recurring episodes of conflict, political unrest, drought 
and famine in the country. The majority of refugees in Ethiopia reside in camps located in 
remote areas near their respective countries’ borders. Although Ethiopia maintains an 
open-door policy toward refugees, it does not provide local integration as a durable 
solution. The Somali refugees hosted by Ethiopia are largest Somali refugees hosted by 
any country in globe after Kenya (OECD, 2017). This study is intended to investigate the 
impact of the Somali refugees in Ethiopia on bilateral relations between the two 


countries. 
1.2 Statement of the Problem 


Although not on bilateral relations, there might be studies conducted on different topics 
on Somali refugees in Ethiopia, but the impact of the refugees on diplomatic relations 
between Somalia and Ethiopia has never been investigated, and cannot be ignored any 
more. As diplomatic relations is being the art of dealing with general public in a 
sensitive and effective way, different migrants have impact on the relations among and 


between the nations of their origin and hosting country. 


In the modern era where public and cultural diplomacy prevailed, the movement of 
people from their home land to another country creates new connections, socially, 
politically, economically and culturally. It has been nearly three decades since Somalis 
came to Ethiopia as refugees; Ethiopia is the second country next to Kenya, in terms of 
hosting large number of Somali refugees. Therefore does this have anything to do with 
bilateral relations of Somalia and Ethiopia? This question is one of the questions that 
stimulated this study to be undertaken. There is no doubt that Somali refugee in Ethiopia 
impacts the diplomatic relations of the two countries in a one way or another, directly or 


indirectly. 


Traditionally Somalia and Ethiopia had no friendly diplomatic relations particularly 
during military leadership of the both nations, in 1970s and 1980s. The two countries had 
the greatest war which two African countries ever had in 1977-1978, thus created a siege 
mentality to the people of the both countries. Somalia and Ethiopia despite sharing many 
things in common such ethnically Somali people who are inhabitants of the both nations, 
sharing long border line, being members of several regional and _ international 
organizations among them are IGAD and AU, however the diplomatic relations of the 
these neighboring states did not went well specially during 1960s,1970s and 1980s . In 
1991, the military leaderships of Somalia and Ethiopia were overthrown and this created 
a turning point in the relations of the two countries. While Ethiopia continued to be a 
strong power in the horn of Africa with the coming to power of EPRDF in 1991, civil 
war erupted in and ravaged Somalia in the last three or more decades. In consequence, 
Somalia became one of the main refugee producing countries in the region. Thousands of 


the Somali refugees had chosen Ethiopia as their temporary destination. 


The Somalia federal government based in Mogadishu seems to have restored Diplomatic 
ties with its neighboring states in particular and the world at large. In addition the 
protracted refugees of Somalia in Ethiopia are impacting diplomatic relations of the states 
in such a way that Somali refugees in Ethiopia are affecting economic wise which has 
something to do with the economic diplomacy and economic diplomacy is of bases of 
Ethiopian Foreign affairs and national security policy adopted in 2002. They are also 


impacting public opinion of the people of the nations that could be remedying the 


traditional siege mentality, which also have something to do with publicly diplomacy. 
This study wills critical asses the aforementioned diplomatic aspects of economic and 


public diplomacy. 
1.3 Research Objectives 


1.3.1 Main Objective 


The main objective of this study is to examine the impact of Somali refugees in Ethiopia 


in diplomatic relations between the two countries. 


1.3.2 Specific Objectives 
The specific objectives of this study are 
1. To examine pushing factors that forced Somali refugees to leave their home lands 
and come Ethiopia. 
2. To assess the integration of the Somali refugees to the host society 
3. To analyze the transnational practices of the Somali refugees in the areas of 


public diplomacy, economic diplomacy and people to people relations 
1.4 Research Questions 


1. What are the pushing factors for the Somali refugees to leave their home lands 
and come to Ethiopia? 
2. How Somali refugees are integrated with their hosting societies? 


3. How Somali refugees are impacting Ethiopia’s economic and public diplomacy 
1.5Significance of the Study 


The researcher intended to contribute to the field of diplomacy and trending issues of 
migration and refugees and how this might influence one another. This study provides 
significance to a number of organizations entities and individuals, including academic and 


non-academic communities. Some of the major beneficiaries of this study are as fallows; 


il. 


ill. 


The academic communities 


Researchers and academicians: although there was a research gap as far as refugees 
impact on diplomatic relations is concerned, with the particular focus of Somalia refugees 
in Ethiopia, this study is beneficiary to any researcher and academician who would like to 
know and write about this area of study, this is because the researchers, specially senior 
students who are doing their M.A or PhDs, will benefit the important data of this 


research. 
Non-academic communities 


Diplomats: both Somali diplomats in Ethiopia and Ethiopian diplomats in Somalia will 
benefit from this study because they are concerned bodies, Ethiopia as hosting country its 
diplomats in Somalia need to know about the Somali refugees in their country, and 
impact that these refugees have, in terms of diplomacy, environmental impact, social 
impact, and economic impact. On the other hand the Somali diplomats in Ethiopia will 


benefit from this research in the same manner. 


Local and international refugee organizations: The study will be benefited by the both 
international and local organizations in Ethiopia, for instant the United Higher 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and Local Refugees organizations like Agent 
for Refugees and Returnee Affairs (ARRA). 

Policy makers: although the academic researchers remain in the library, but this 
research can be refer as the base where the policy makers get the information needed 
to analyze real situation of Somali refugees in Ethiopia. When making of new policies 
availability reliable data is necessary for the policy maker (s) to conclude decisions, 
therefore this study will be useful for policy makers. 

Governmental organizations and officials: last but not the least, the other government 
organizations and officials like Werades, and Kebeles administrators will benefit 
from the study, the refugees issues is multi-dimensional, the place where the refugee 
camp is located is part of certain Woreda (district) and the woreda administration and 
need to have a better understanding of the refugees, be it rights of refugees, impact of 


refugees on the different aspect of life and security as well. Therefore this study and 


the similar researches will enable the government officials to close monitor the 


situation. 
1.6The Scope of the Study 


This study is undertaken Kebribeyah, Sheder, and Awbarre refugee camps, these camps 
is hosting Somali refugees for decades, and this study analyzed diplomatic impact of the 
refugees between the hosting (Ethiopia) country and the country of origin (Somalia) of 
the refugees. The study highlighted factors that force Somalis to migrate from their 
homeland to their neighboring country, Ethiopia. The settlement of refugees in the above 
mentioned camps, the research assessed also how these refugees connections they have 
their country and communities back at home, can have an impact directly or indirectly the 


foreign policies and of the two countries. 
1.7 Description of the Study Area 


Kebribeyah 


Kebribeyah refugee camp is located in the Somali National Regional State in Ethiopia. 
Geographically kebribeyah woreda (local authority) is found in the north east of the 
Somali Region, bordering north Somalia. Kebribeyah is one of the six woredas of jijiga 
zone in the Somali regional state. Administratively Kebribeyah woreda is divided in to 52 
kebeles of which 44 are rural and 7 are urban. Somali ethnic group known as the 
Habaskul clans inhabit dominantly in the study area. There are also Oromos, Gurages, 


Amharas and other ethnic groups of negligible numbers. 
Aw-barre 


Aw-barre refugee camp in eastern Ethiopia’s Somali regional state was opened in 2007, 
by the aim of accommodating Somali refugees coming to Ethiopia. According to the 
United Nations Higher Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) in 2018 the camp had 
12,031 of persons concerned. The UNHCR provides protection and services to the 


Somali refugees in the camp of Aw-barre in collaboration with Administration for 


Refugees and Returnee Affairs (ARRA) of Ethiopia and International Organization for 
Migration (IOM). 


Sheder 


Likewise, Sheder refugees camp is one of the Somali refugee settlement, in Somali 
regional state in eastern Ethiopia, it is located in Fafan province (Jijiga Zone). Sheder 
refugees camp was established 2008. According to United Nations Higher Commission 
for Refugees in 2018 the camp has 357 built shelters, and total population of 10.849 


registered persons as refugees. 


On the other hand, the researcher specified these three refugees’ camps to undertake this 
study for two main reasons, first the researcher identified as research gap, that this king 
of research had never been undertook by any researcher as far as the Somali refugees in 
Ethiopia and their impact of bilateral relations of Somalia and Ethiopia is concerned. 
Secondly the refugees lasted long to these camps, for instance Kebribayah refugee camp 
was established in 1991 which means it is almost there nearly three decades, and it hosts 
a significance number of refugees since then, therefore the impact of the these refugees 


on diplomatic relations cannot be ignored any more. 
1.8 Definitions of Key Terms 


Refugee: A refugee is any person who has been forced to escape his or her country of 
origin because of oppression, conflict or violence. And according to United Nation 
Convention of refugee in 1951, a refugee is one who has well-founded fear of 
persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership 
in a particular social group. Most likely, they cannot return home or are afraid to do so. 
Conflict and ethnic, tribal and spiritual violence are leading causes of refugees fleeing 
their countries (UNHCR, 2009). 

Diplomacy: Diplomacy is the practice of conducting negotiations between 
representatives of various states this is certainly done in a bid to strengthen the political 
and cultural relationships between the states or countries. 


Immigrant: A person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country. 


1.9 Limitations 

There were number of challenges faced by the researcher during the data collection 
period of the study. These obstacles comprised bit challenging while others were minor 
and more technical ones, some were easily manageable whereas others were little bit 
barrier to overcome. To mention some of the bit challenging ones they can be 
summarized as the fallowing; 

1) Covid-19: The highly contagious pandemic of Corona Virus Disease known as 
Covid-19 made everything harder during the data collection. It was the time when firs 
cases were reported in Ethiopia consequently public restrictions were imposed by the 
government, including “Stay At Home” medical advice whereby anyone was supposed to 
stay at his/her home. The middle managers and staffs of any institution were given off the 
work therefore it became challenging to meet the respondents at the offices and work 
places. In Addition some of the respondents were not willing to receive interviewer 
because of the fear of Covid-19 transmission. Moreover travel restrictions were enacted 
which made difficult to reaching the study areas. 

2) Time shortage: Time limit was also additional huge defy confronted; the interviewee 
who accepted the face-to-face meetings to be interviewed could merely allow very short 
time of inquiries that they were busy at work bearing in mind that the investigator had to 
travel to see them at their different workstations for the essential interview. 

3) Additionally, while the interviews were on, some of the respondents took this 
initiative wanting to narrate their own problems. These problems were addressed by 


reminding the participants about the objectives and the purpose of the study. 


CHAPTER TWO 
2. LITERATURE REVIEW 


2.1 Conceptualization of Refugee 

The 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees describes the word refugee by 
interpreting, the term shall apply to any person “owing to well-founded fear of being 
persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 
group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable, or owing 
to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country”...(The 


convention relating to the status of refugee, 1951). 


Scholars, social and political scientists, philosophers, had defined the term refugee in 
different ways for instant Andrew E. Shachrove defined a person who has crossed an 
international frontier because of well-founded fear of persecution. As mention above also 
the United Nations Convention relating to the status of refugees in 1951 and other 
international and regional conventions have been defined and redefined who would be 
recognized as refugee. However a refugee is a person who has been forced to flee their 
home country due to persecution because of their race, religion, nationality, political 
opinion or membership in a particular social group. The persecution which refugee 
experiences may include harassment, threats, abduction or torture, a refugee is often 
afforded some sort of legal protection, either by their host country’s government, the 
UNHCR or both (Andrew, 2014). Every year, tens of thousands of people leave their 
homes and often their countries because of persecution or war. These people become 
refugees they always have to move suddenly, leaving their possessions behind, tearing, 
and families apart. Many are never able to return to their homes. Most refugees seek 
safety in a neighboring country. Others have to travel long distances to find safety. 


Refugees often arrive at airports and sea ports far from their native land, asking for entry. 


In 1933 League of Nations’ Convention relating to the International Status of Refugees 
and the 1938 Convention concerning the Status of Refugees coming from Germany 
provided limited protection for uprooted peoples. The 1933 instrument, for instance had 


introduced the notion that signatory states were obligated not to expel authorized refugees 
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from their territories and to avoid “non-admittance at the frontier.” But that Convention 
lacked teeth: only eight countries ratified it, several of them after imposing substantial 
limitations on their obligations. None of these early refugee organizations were totally 


successful and legal protection remained rudimentary (Awoke, 2011). 


2.2The Laws, Conventions and Protocols Related to Refugees 


22,1 The 1951 Geneva Refugee Convention and the Statute of the UNHCR 


The 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees is one of the modern legal 
embodiments of the ancient and universal tradition providing sanctuary to those at risk 
and in danger. It is instruments reflect a fundamental human value on which global 
consensus exists and is the first instrument at the global level which specifically regulates 
the treatment of those who are compelled to leave their homes because of a rupture with 


their country of origin. 


The Convention definition of a ‘refugee’, which forms the basis on which states 
formulate their domestic definitions and decisions concerning the nature of the 
characteristics which need to be identified if the protection offered by asylum is to be 
granted. In the aftermath of World War II, the United Nations General Assembly created 
the Office of the . The Statute of UNHCR adopted by the UN General Assembly in 
December 1950, has been given a mandate to provide international protection to refugees 


and seek permanent solutions to their problems. 


The 1950 statute of UNHCR and 1951 Refugee Convention, were negotiated in the 
aftermath of World War II, were intended to deal with the European problem of 1.25 
million refugees arising out of the post-war chaos. In particular it was directed at the 
victims of Nazi and other fascist regimes. This is recognized by these definition which 
describes a refugee as a person with an individual ‘well-founded fear of being 
persecuted’ for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 
group or political opinion, as a result of ‘events occurring before | Jan. 1951’ (UNHCR, 


1951). 
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2.2.2. The 1967 Protocol 


In the light of on-going concern over the situation of refugees and the limitation on the 
personal scope of the 1951 Convention, a Colloquium on the Legal Aspects of Refugee 
Problems was organized in Bellagio, Italy, in April 1965. The outcome of this meeting 
was agreement amongst the participants that the 1951 Convention ought to be adapted ‘to 
meet new refugee situations which have arisen, and thereby to overcome the increasing 
discrepancy between the Convention and the Statute of the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Refugees. Thus, Protocol relating the Status of refugees to the 1951 
Convention was adopted in 1967 and lifts the time and geographic limits found in the 
1951 Convention’s refugee definition (for those States that had applied it). As stated in its 
preamble paragraphs, the objective of the 1967 Protocol was to ensure ‘that equal status 


should be enjoyed by all refugees covered by the definition in the 1951 Convention. 


States parties to the Protocol agreed to apply most of the articles of the Refugee 
Convention (Articles 2 through 34) to all persons covered by the Protocol’s refugee 
definition. So far, as UNHCR witnessed, the vast majority of States have preferred to 
accede to both the Convention and the Protocol. In doing so, States reaffirm that both 


treaties are central to the international refugee protection system. 
2.2.3 The 1969 OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of 


2.2.4 Refugee Problems in Africa 


Africa's first modern refugee crisis arose in the 1960s when wars of national liberation 
displaced tens of thousands of people; the result was a strengthening of the formal 
support system for refugees. The OAU Convention, to date, the only legally binding 
regional refugee treaty unequivocally asserted the 1951 Refugee Convention as “the basic 
and universal instrument relating to the status of refugees and reflects the deep concern of 
States for refugees and their desire to establish common standards for their treatment, 
adopts a two-part of definition of refugee including the 1951 convention‘ UNHCR 
Statutes, but includes a more objectively based consideration. Article 1(2) of the 


Convention provides that: 
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According to the convention of Organization of African Unity (OAU) the predecessor of 
African Union (AU) in 1969,7The term "refugee" shall also apply to every person who, 
owing to external aggression, occupation, foreign domination or events seriously 
disturbing public order in either part or the whole of his country of origin or nationality, 
is compelled to leave his place of habitual residence in order to seek refuge in another 


place outside his country of origin or nationality” (OAU, 1969). 


This OAU convention got endorsement from United Nations General Assembly; and the 
OAU Convention is very progressive in many ways in strengthening the protection of 
refugees and the institution of asylum- ahead of the 1951 Convention. The principle of 
non-refoulement including prohibition on rejection at the frontier is protected (Article 2 


(3) and _ prohibits repatriation of any refugee against his will (Article 5). 


2.3The Actors of International Protection for Refugees 


2.3.1 States 


States that have ratified international refugee instruments are primarily responsible for 
the international protection of refugees. Clearly, only States — in particular those faced 
with a refugee influx — have the means to admit refugees to safety, ensure respect for the 
non-refoulement principle, treat the refugees in accordance with basic standards, protect 
them from physical attack and/or prosecute offenders and provide basic assistance 
through burden sharing and international solidarity. Not only do States have the means to 
effectively protect the refugees — they are also under an obligation to do so. — Treat the 
refugees in accordance with basic standards-protect them their fundamental human rights 


based on their obligation of customary and international human rights law. 
2.3.2 UNHCR 


It was established — by U.N. General Assembly Resolution 428(V) of 14 December 1950 
— with a mandate to provide international protection to refugees, under the auspices of the 
United Nations, and to seek permanent solutions to the problem of refugees. UNHCR is 
thus an operational agency with specific responsibilities in the human rights field. 


UNHCR assumes such responsibilities, not against States, but in a framework of co— 
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operation with States. UNHCR’s primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well- 
being of refugees to ensure that they can exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe 
refugee in another State, to protect them from non-refoulement, to return home 
voluntarily and finding durable solutions. By assisting refugees to return to their own 
country or to settle in another country, UNHCR also seeks lasting solutions to their 


plight. 
2.3.3 Others Actors 


In providing International protection and in seeking solutions to refugee problems, States 
of asylum are not alone. The refugee problem is, indeed, of concern to the international 
community as a whole. The responsibilities of other States are evident in the processes 
leading to durable solutions, such as voluntary repatriation (to the State of nationality) or 
resettlement (to a third country). In the interim phase, they are reflected in the principles 
of burden sharing and international solidarity, as well as in the role entrusted to UNHCR 
as an intermediary between States, and between the State of asylum and refugees, Other 
non-governmental organizations like the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, Amnesty international, International Organization of migration, 
Human Right Watch and other humanitarian NGO’s have also made a significant 
contribution with the care, assistance, maintenance, and protection of refugees or asylum 
seekers. In addition, the Committee on Convention against Torture, the Committee on 
International civil and political rights and other similar committee entrusted in the 
monitoring of human rights instruments play crucial role in the human right of refugees 


and asylum seekers (awoke, 2011). 
2.4Types of Refugees 
2.4.1 Kunz’s Typology 


According to Kun’s Typology in order to explain how refugees can be classified, Kunz 
divided them into three distinct groups, derived from refugees’ attitudes towards their 
displacement. Those refugees whose opposition to political and social events at home is 


shared by their compatriots, both refugees and those who remain in home areas, are 
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called majority identified refugees. Refugees who have left their home areas because of 
active or latent discrimination against the group, to which they belong, frequently retain 
little interest in what occurs in their former homes once they have left. These refugees, 
who feel irreconcilably alienated from their fellow citizens, Kunz calls events related 


refugees 
2.4.2 Rogge Typology 


Rogge derived a typology of refugees based upon an examination of the activating agent 
for the refugee migration, the objective of the migration, and whether the migrants 
possess refugee characteristics Rogge’s typology initially identifies two classes of 
involuntary migration: forced and impelled. It should be noted that the terms forced and 
impelled were introduced into the migration literature (Petersen 1958). According to 
Petersen, the difference between these two classes of migration lies in the amount of free 
choice an individual has when they are involved in forced migration. Forced migrants are 
expelled from an area by an external force, such as a government, the people involved 


have absolutely no choice in the matter of their removal. 
2.5 Brief History of Refugees in Ethiopia 


Ethiopia has a long history of being a preserve for those fleeing from different forms of 
oppression in their native country. The Ethiopia’s culture of hosting refugee date back to 
Muslims immigrants that fled the maltreatment of Quraysh in early 7th Century A.D and 
got warm reception by the then king and people. This traditional trend has also been 
sustained in the late nineteenth, early twentieth century’s, and after the beginning of First 
World War when Ethiopia had afforded refuge for those Armenians that fled the Ottoman 
Turkey Empires’ destructions. In the period of Africans struggle against colonialism; 
Ethiopia had been a reservation and source of support for numerous refugees from 
different African countries mainly from South Africa, South West Africa/Namibia, and 


Zimbabwe (Wogene, 2017). 


Horn of Africa is mainly characterized by producing and hosting of refugees due to 


interstate and intrastate conflict. The mass influx of refugee to Ethiopia has begun in the 
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late of 1960s with the outbreak of the first civil war in Sudan. The disagreement within 
Sudan (between North and South) preceded the independence of the state in 1956 that 
clearly magnified the patchwork from the beginning. The nature of state (unitary vs. 
federal), the issue of religion (secular vs. Islam as state religion), and national identity 
(Sudanism vs. Islamic identity with overpowering Arabism) had been the major points of 
divergence between the North and South, the above mentioned differences among the 
political groups of Sudanese to turn civil war which resulted influx of number of Sudan 


refugees to came into Ethiopia (Assefaw, 2008). 


The period from 1984-1997, Ethiopia had become a safe haven for a large number of 
refugees in the country’s history. The abrogation of Addis Ababa Accord in 1983 by the 
Khartoum government and the resulting Second Civil War was responsible for the sheer 
increase of refugee flight from the southern part of Sudan to Ethiopia and other 
neighboring countries. In addition to the conflict between the government and the South, 
the intra-South conflict had contributed a lot for acute refugee flight from Sudan 
(Assefaw, 2008). 


Since 1988 Ethiopia was also receiving refugees from Somalia. The internal instability 
which began in 1980s in Somalia, first armed opposition repels were formed including 
Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF) led by Colonel Abadullahi Yusuf Ahmed, 
against the rule of Dictator Mohamed Siyad Barre , followed by other repel groups which 
finally resulted the overthrown of Barre’s regime caused massive Somali refugees influx 
in to Ethiopia. Moreover after the birth of youngest country in Africa, the South Sudan 
followed by civil war which commenced in 2013 when president Salvikir dismissed his 
deputy Chacmashiar, resulted conflict and confrontation between South Sudan national 
army and the repels caused refugee influx in to Ethiopia. The country has such long 


history of hosting refugees and it is second refugee hosting country in the Horn of Africa. 
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2.6Ethiopian Refugee Policy 


In 2016, the Government of Ethiopia made nine pledges to improve the lives of refugees 
and host communities. Soon thereafter it rolled out the Comprehensive Refugee Response 
Framework (CRRF) of the New York Declaration on Refugees and Migrants, and 
became one the first countries to receive multiyear, concessional financing from the 
World Bank’s 18th replenishment of the International Development Association (IDA, 
2018) sub-window for refugee-hosting nations. Together, these commitments, framework 
and financing hold the promise of significantly improving the lives of refugees and their 
host communities across the country (IRC, 2016). In late 2018 the government 
undertook new policies and program, the Government revised its Refugee Proclamation 
expand its policies that will enable more refugees to move freely from camps and access 
education and jobs. New livelihoods and education projects, supported by the World 
Bank and UK’s Department for International Development, are being designed to support 
refugees and host communities. Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali appears reform-minded 


and could be a champion of these approaches to the protracted refugee situation. 


At the regional level, Ethiopia as a country which ratified the African Charter on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights and the 1969 OAU Convention, at the domestic level, its 
Constitution and 2004 Refugee Proclamation have occasionally been at odds with one 
another, including over freedom of movement—which is provided for anyone in Ethiopia 
under the Constitution, but limited under the Proclamation, which requires all refugees to 
remain in camps. Other notable limitations under the 2004 Proclamation include the right 
to marry, the right to work, and relating to education. It is therefore encouraging that 
Ethiopia is updating the Proclamation (IRC, 2016). The nine ambitious pledges to 
improve the lives and livelihoods of refugees and host communities in the country, the 
government committed to: expand its out of camp policy; provide work permits to 
refugees; increase enrolment of refugee children in school; make irrigable land available 
to refugees; allow local integration of refugees who have lived in Ethiopia for more than 
20 years; work with international partners to build industrial parks and generate jobs for 


refugees and hosts; expand and enhance basic and essential social services for refugees; 
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and provide other benefits including birth certificates, bank accounts, and the option of 


obtaining a driver’s license (IRC, 2016). 
2.7Somali Refugees in Ethiopia 


The civil war that ultimately ousted Somalia’s President Mohamed Siyad Barre and 
brought down the government began in 1980s in the northeast of the country, the rebels 
of Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSPF), later on Somali National Movement 
(SNM) and other militias mounted attacks against the Government of Somalia. The repels 
ousted Barre regime out of the power followed by civil and inter-clan wars among 
Somalis. This was time a number of Somali refugees were registered, and year after year 
refugees from Somalia to Ethiopia were increasing, because situation of Somalia was 
escalating. The camps also received some Ethiopian nationals who had originally fled to 
Somalia and were now re-displaced back to their country of origin. However, many of the 
Ethiopian Somalis who participated in this “self-repatriation under duress” settled in local 


communities. 


UNHCR organized an assistance programs to help the returnees integrate into local 
communities. A good number these refugees were provided with cash grants and six 
months food rations In Ethiopia, refugees arrived on foot in the camps located just across 
the border having traveled for weeks without adequate food or water, destitute and now 
reliant on refugee assistance. It took nearly a year for emergency conditions to subside. 
High rates of malnutrition and mortality, the largest of the camps in Ethiopia, were 
attributed to inadequate and irregular rations, high incidence of communicable diseases 


(including diarrhea and hepatitis) and low enrolment in supplementary feeding programs. 


Even after the initial emergency conditions in the camps had stabilized, life was difficult 
for the refugees, relief distributions were sometimes sporadic, and most of the camps 
were located in remote areas away from any significant infrastructure or market. Over 
time, Hartisheik camp became an urbanized catchment unto itself, sitting on the border 
near Somalia and becoming a major transit point for agricultural products and imported 
items from outside the region. Fighting in Somaliland began to subside in the early 


1990s. Encouraged by improvements in security and wanting to escape the harshness of 
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the camps in Ethiopia, an estimated 400,000 refugees returned on their own without 
assistance, large-scale assisted repatriation was not possible until 1997 due to a 


resurgence of fighting during 1994 and 1995 in Hargeisa. 
2.8 Urban Refugee 


According to the United Nations Higher Commissioner Refugees (UNHCR) “For the 
purposes of being considered for assistance in an urban area, an urban refugee is an 
individual of urban background in the country of origin and who is not part of a prima 
facie caseload. A refugee of rural background - for whom, in the country of asylum, the 
option of a rural settlement which offers an opportunity for self-sufficiency does not 
exist, may exceptionally be considered for assistance in an urban area. Irregular movers 


do not qualify for consideration for assistance in urban areas” (UNHCR, 1997). 
2.8.1 Somali Urban Refugees in Ethiopia (Addis Ababa) 


Somali refugees with various statuses (Assisted Urban Refugees, Non-license Holders, 
and Unregistered Urban Asylum Seekers) found in several parts of Addis Ababa, for 
instance, Gerji, Mebrat Hail, Bole Michael and in other parts of the town, In any case, by 
far most of Somali evacuated people are fundamentally found in Bole Michael in Addis 
Ababa that made the neighborhood as small 'Mogadishu'. For nearly three decades 
refugees people from Somalia have settled in Bole Michael zone (right now the region is 
under Woreda | of Bole Sub-City). The Somali evacuees like Eritreans and other urban 
displaced people, have both profitable (by using regular possessions, money related and 
human capital for keeping up and improving their occupations) and regenerative, 
fundamentally by utilizing social capita vocation systems (Development Inter-Church 


Aid, 2017). 


According to Wogene “Before the settlement of Somali refugees, Bole Michael was 
mainly residential that had even farmland with poor infrastructures including the road 
network. Peoples from Ethiopian Somali ethnic group like Jamma-jis, as mentioned 
previously, had settled in the area before the coming of refugees and bought the 


residential house from local peoples and started to change it to commercial hubs like a 
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guesthouse, shops, café, and restaurants. But later on, the refugees themselves started to 
rent residential blocs from local people and change it to commercial center by modifying 
the houses that benefited the local people by having a relatively high price from rent and 
modification of the house itself for good. They pay a relatively high rental fee and modify 
the houses. The local authority also appreciates the Somali refugees’ role in transforming 
the area from residential to a commercial area by expressing the Somali refugees’ 
settlement in our Woreda made the area economically vibrant that relates to prior 
experience in their country. Currently, guesthouses, cloth shops, cafés and restaurants, 
internet café, shops, and mini-supermarkets are the major areas that Somali refugees 


engaged. 


Most of the guesthouses in Bole Michael are owned by Somali refugees, and now they 
event start to build Hotels and malls like Golis. They rent the whole compound from the 
local people and make it guesthouses for those refugees that come to the Addis Ababa 
from refugee camps in Somali regional state for a medical reason and Somali diaspora 
from Europe and America who are transit in the city, stay those who visit their family in 


the city, and for other business related cases”. 


2.9Driving Factors of Somali Refugees to Ethiopia 


Somalia, mainly with pastorals and agro-pastorals people having nomadic culture, 
migration is considered as at the heart of the people’s livelihood. However, the events 
that would lead to the culmination of Siyad Barre’s regime and the resulting civil war that 
has left Somalia without a central government for more than two decades are considered 
as the major genesis for the refugee flight from the. To understand the cause of refugee 
flight from Somalia, it’s necessary to understand the political and historical contexts in 
the country that preceded and triggered the situation. Thus, the causes and dynamics of 


refugee flight in Somalia have broader political and historical grounds (Wogene, 2017). 
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2.9.1 Civil war as a Driving Factor 


Somalia experienced a three decades long civil war and conflict, a 20 years rule under the 
leaders of Gen. Mohamed Siyad Barre from 1969-1991 had ended with destructive civil 
war and protracted conflict. Gen. Barre had fled the country he was rule for 20 years and 
himself became an asylum seeker in Nigeria where he lived until his death in January 26, 
1995. Unfortunately the rebel groups that overthrown Gen. Barre Failed to establish a 
government which services the interest of Somali people, and maintain security in 
general, rather the country ended up a war devastated country. As the result the Somali 
people were coming to Ethiopia and other neighboring countries like Kenya and Djibouti 
as refugees. Therefor this protracted civil war is considered as one of the major drivers of 


the Somali refugee in to Ethiopia. 
2.9.2 Recurrent Droughts and Famines as a Driving Factor 


Although famine has no single definition that everyone agrees up on, it’s the catastrophic 
or serious food crisis that results in excess death that would not have occurred in 
otherwise. The cause of famine can be man-made, natural or both. Man-made or artificial 
causes for famine include deliberate, public policy failure, oppressive political system, 
and wars (not only by destruction of outputs and capital but also by affecting the 
economic incentives of production, distribution, and political incentives of public 
protection) among others. Natural causes for famine include drought, natural disasters 


like flood, high wind and plant diseases (Wogene, 2017). 


As natural cause for famine, it’s common to witness drought in the Horn of Africa in 
general and Somalia in particular; but not often ended-up in famine. In 1992, Somali had 
lost nearly half a million people in the worst famine of the continent. The major 
implication for non-drought based famine in Somalia was that the epicenter of it had been 
the most productive inter-riverine agricultural region of South Somalia. Another terrible 
famine stubbed Somalia again in 2011, which claimed thousands of human, lives, 
displaced nearly 1.5 million internally and forced thousands fled from the country and 


became refugee in neighboring countries. As the result this recurrent famine and drought 
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are considered one of the driving factors of Somali refugees to come in Ethiopia and 


other countries in the region. 


2.10 Concepts of Diplomacy and its Connections with Refugee 


Diplomacy is the management of change, and for many centuries the institution of 
diplomacy has indeed succeeded in adapting to multiple changes in an expanding 
international society. Diplomatic practice today not only deals with transformations in the 
relations between states, but progressively it also needs to take into account the changing 
fabric of transnational relations (Christer, 2005). For diplomats the host countries’ civil 
society matters in a way that was inconceivable only a generation ago. The ordinary 
individual is increasingly visible in the practice of diplomacy, particularly in the areas of 
public diplomacy and consular relations. As to the latter, looking after one’s own citizen- 
consumers abroad has become a major growth sector for foreign ministries, and there is 
probably no area of diplomatic work that has more potential to affect the foreign 


ministry’s reputation at home. 


Public diplomacy is another such growth sector and anything but an ephemeral 
phenomenon. There are, of course, vast areas of diplomatic work and plenty of bilateral 
relationships where contacts with the public abroad have no priority, but the number of 
countries exploring public diplomacy’s potential will continue to grow. It is probably no 
exaggeration to suggest that this development is an indication of the fact that the 
evolution of diplomacy has reached a new stage. Those who see public diplomacy as 
postmodern propaganda or as lip-service to the latest fashion in the conduct of 


international relations therefore miss a fundamental point (Christer, 2005). 


As Public diplomacy is type of diplomacy involved by the citizens of the country, 
refugees can play the strongest role to influence the this relations, refugee hosting country 
will have the ability to interact and influence mass of the refugee’s country of origin 
taking the advantage of the relations that refugee might have their people back at home 
and their communities. The refugee can be a bridge connecting the people of the two 
states. This role will be more active when the two countries are neighboring countries, 


like the case Somalia and Ethiopia. 
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The new public diplomacy will be an increasingly standard component of overall 
diplomatic practice and is more than a form of propaganda conducted by diplomats. True, 
many foreign ministries are still struggling to put the concept into practice in a multi- 
actor international environment, and some diplomatic services do in fact construct their 
public diplomacy on a formidable tradition of propaganda-making. But public 
diplomacy’s imperfections should not obscure the fact that it gradually becomes woven 
into the fabric of mainstream diplomatic activity. ‘The process by which direct relations 
with people in a country are pursued to advance the interests and extend the values of 


those being represented’ (Martin 2005) 


Definition by Hans ‘a government’s process of communicating with foreign publics in an 
attempt to bring about understanding for its nation’s ideas and ideals, its institutions and 
culture, as well as its national goals and policies. As a diplomatic method, public 
diplomacy is far from uniform and some public campaigns have little to do with 
international advocacy. As mentioned above, public diplomacy is increasingly prominent 
in bilateral relations but can also be actively pursued by international organizations. 
Public diplomacy’s national variant is more competitive, whereas multilateral public 
diplomacy can be seen as a more cooperative form of engagement with foreign publics. 
Referring to the latter, rightly suggests that there is little advantage in making, for 
instance, civil society-building or the promotion of good governance an activity explicitly 


coming from one single country (Christer, 2005). 
2.11 The Commence and Development of Diplomatic Relations 


The scholars, who maintain that diplomacy is mainly the search of the foreign policy 
interests of the state in the international arena of Westphalia kind of states, claim that 
diplomacy is restricted to a quite narrow set of bilateral and multilateral processes of 
communication, representation and mediation focused on the foreign ministry and its 
overseas missions. Diplomatic processes continue to exhibit some regularity so that 
functions, institutions, codes, conventions and cultures of diplomacy are marked by 
continuity and marginal change, and that diplomatic rules and norms will continue to 


hold in the future. The obvious casualty in this approach is any in-depth analysis of 
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change in diplomatic structures and processes. By contrast, those who conceptualize 
diplomacy outside state-centric frameworks tend to emphasize continual change in the 
conduct and context of diplomacy. The principle objective of network-based approaches 
is to highlight and analyses the challenges posed to diplomacy by contemporary changes 
in the international system, (Costas and Poul, 2016). Scholars turn to issues of 
globalization and regionalization to emphasize the increasingly complex social, economic 
and political context of diplomacy (at Domestic, regional and international levels). For 
these scholars, change and transformation in diplomatic process and structures is the 
central concern of analysis and in this frame diplomacy is seen to have both formal and 
informal structures. Diplomatic processes are network-based and draw in a range of 
public and private actors, there is an absence of agreed rules and norms of diplomatic 
engagement such that new codes and conventions are emerging or in need of 
development. In short, diplomacy both in terms of the varying processes through which 
it is effected and the machinery through which it is conducted, are closely linked 
phenomena which are the subject of differing interpretations. We now examine how 
these have developed in response to changes in both domestic and international 


environments (Costas and Poul, 2016). 
2.11.1 The Origin of Diplomatic Relations 


The origins and development of diplomacy are frequently equated with that of the 
European system of states. In this view, it is associated with the system of states 
emerging and consolidating its forms and practices in the wake of the 1648 Peace of 
Westphalia marking the end of the Thirty Years War. However, diplomacy and its 
institutions have a much longer, more complex, pedigree and have been identified as 


existing in some of the earliest human societies. 


Rather than being associated with a specific historical era, diplomacy has been seen as a 
response to a set of needs and requirements, namely the mediation of separateness 
between communities and the desire and need to establish modes of communication 
between them. Thus the earliest documents recording what we would now regard as 
formalized diplomatic practices are to be found in approximately 2500 BC in what is now 


the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East and one of the most familiar features of 
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contemporary diplomacy, namely the practice of using resident ambassadors, predates its 


usage in the modern European context by some 3000 years. 


Elements of diplomacy and diplomatic institutions can be identified in a variety of 
international systems, including those of Greece, Rome and China but none of these 
possessed what has come to be regarded as the key characteristics of a fully-fledged 
diplomatic system, namely: effective communication, a set of procedures and 
conventions governing patterns of communication and a capacity to mediate between 
diverse cultures. In general terms, the development of diplomacy has been determined 
by the character of the societies which it has sought to mediate, the international 
environment, the available modes of communication and the technologies which 


determined them (Donna Lee & Brian Hocking,2011) 


Thus in the European context, the medieval era witnessed the growth of diplomatic 
processes as international relationships became more complex and dense. But this 
occurred in a period when the sovereign state as we would recognize it had not emerged. 
Against a background in which Universalist ideas represented by the concept of 


Christendom underpinned by the authority of the 


Catholic Church and the Holy Roman Empire were a dominant reality; diplomacy was 
not yet associated with the state, involving diverse political units. Moreover, whilst rulers 
engaged in the sending of missions to one another, so too did other entities - commercial, 
ecclesiastical and private in the medieval landscape, relative distance underscored by the 
difficulties of communication meant that the dispatch of diplomatic missions was 
infrequent and their success marked by a high degree of uncertainty resulting from the 
hazards associated with medieval travel. Furthermore, the precise functions of the 
representative were circumscribed. In the early part of the middle Ages, the most 
common diplomatic agent was the nuncios whose function was to act as the mouthpiece 
of the principal on whose behalf he was acting and whose capacity to negotiate was 
nonexistent or strictly circumscribed. Whilst this matched the requirements of the period 
in which it developed, the growing complexity of interactions marking the later Middle 
Ages required the use of officials (procurators) granted the ability to engage in 


negotiations. In short, whilst we can see the beginnings of the European diplomatic 
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environment, this was the pre-sovereign state phase of diplomacy marked by quite fluid 
and flexible procedures representative of a period of major social, political and economic 


change. 


In middle of the 17" century diplomacy has clearly outline with auspices of conventions 
related the concept of statehood like that of Westphalia agreement, since then there were 
substantial progress, as far diplomacy is concerned. The in 1961 the Vienna convention 
of United Nations general assembly is considered as new era of diplomacy an 
international relation, followed by 1963 Vienna Convention of Consular relations. These 


aforementioned conventions were an instrumental to this concept of diplomacy. 
2.11.2 Modern Diplomacy 


After the second World War the concept of diplomacy was marked as modern diplomacy, 
this is because the world has realized that a nation to secure it goals and objectives in the 
international system could be achieved thought diplomacy which is less cost than the 
other means. Thus by the nineteenth century, the patterns of diplomacy at both the 
international and national levels had assumed the shape which would become a familiar 
feature of the international order in the ensuing centuries. The nineteenth and twentieth 
century witnessed the consolidation of these patterns but, at the same time saw 
considerable change in response to developments at national and international levels. At 
the national level, the administrative apparatus for the conduct of diplomacy would 
become larger, more elaborate and more professional. This reflected changes in the role 
and structure of the state and the consequent need for more sophisticated bureaucratic 
systems but also mirrored the growing complexity of foreign policy and the demands that 
this placed on national governments. The emergence of the modern state and the 
professionalization of bureaucracy impacted on foreign ministries as did profound social 


change (Donna Lee & Brian Hocking, 2011) 
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2.12 Theories of Diplomacy 
2.12.1 Liberalism and Diplomacy 


In view of its emphasis on cooperation and peaceful relations, liberalism would seem 
likelier to have developed a theory of diplomacy. Instead, however, liberals tend to 
proceed from methodological individualism and conceptualize international relations as 
the sum total of state or actor behavior. State behavior, in turn, is seen to be shaped by 
state-society relations. Hence, liberals have come to analyze international politics in 
terms of preferences of various groups, and the institutionalization of patterns of 
preferences. Diplomacy, therefore, takes place within a context of international rules, 
institutions, and practices, which affect the incentives of the actors. Again, diplomacy 
does not belong to the core matter of international relations, but is merely a tool for 
acting on incentives, and is therefore not a prioritized object of theoretical development 


(Christer, 2005). 
2.12.2 Realism and Diplomacy 


The fundamental tenet of classic realism is that international relations are a thing apart, 
differentiated from domestic politics by the absence of authority. International political 
processes can therefore be characterized as struggles with two available mechanisms: war 
and diplomacy. According to Hans for instance, the conduct of a nation’s foreign affairs 
by its diplomats is for national power in peace what military strategy and tactics by its 
military leaders are for national power in war. It is the art of bringing the different 
elements of national power to bear with maximum effect upon those points in the 


international situation which concern the national interest most directly (Christer, 2005). 


Morgenthau devoted two chapters and a crucial section of his Politics among Nations to 
diplomacy. These constitute, in a sympathetic interpretation, a pre-theory of diplomacy. 
In this pre-theory diplomacy has four tasks: to define its goals with a view to the power 
available for the pursuit of these goals; to assess the goals and powers of other nations; to 
determine the level of compatibility of these different goals and pursue the goals with the 


appropriate means. Diplomacy is the only defense against war — which is not seen as an 
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anomaly — since to fail in any of these four tasks may mean to “jeopardize the success of 


foreign policy and with it the peace of the world. 
2.12.3 Structuralism and Diplomacy 


The third of the three conventionally leading IR models — structuralism or Marxism — is 
premised on rationalism to a larger extent. Political space is conceptualized as relations 
among centers of buildup and production, and it is these relations that determine the 
features and dynamics of the units. Three schools of thought figure prominently in 
structuralism or Marxist studies of international relations: World System Theory, 
Gramscian IR and New Marxism. Not surprisingly, diplomacy is not even a significant 
modality in international relations as conceptualized by World System Theory or New 
Marxism, since politics cannot be anything but an epiphenomenon to relations of 


production or accumulation. 


While the main part of this argument understands to a theoretical development of 
diplomacy, the designation of the “capitalist mode of production and reproduction of 
social life” as the prime mover — indeed the only mover — forecloses the issue. It is 
somewhat surprising that Gramscian IR has given diplomacy such short shrift. A crucial 
component in Gramscian IR theory is that hegemony is dependent on a certain degree of 


consensus, or consent, among non-hegemonic states. 


This study title to the Impact of refugee in diplomatic relation by the case of Somali 
refugees in Ethiopia, in particular focus of the refugees in the camps of Kebribayah, 
Sheder and Awbarre, is unique and it have not been investigated by any researcher. 
Diplomatic relations of Somalia and Ethiopia has been dynamic as political in the region 
is also contently changing by the change of global, continental, regional and even the 


leadership changes and there is nothing static about it. 


The issue which is very important is whether the protracted Somali refugees in Ethiopia 
have any impacts the bilateral relations of the two countries. The issue of refugee’s 
impact in general is multidimensional; it may have an impact on many aspects, including 
environmental impact, economic impact, social impact and most importantly political and 


diplomatic impact. This study investigates impact the protracted Somali refugees in the 
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different camps of Ethiopia might have on the diplomatic relation, and there is no doubt 
that this study will fill the research gap on whether the refugees from Somalia in Ethiopia 


have impact on the diplomacy relations of the aforementioned two countries. 


The issue of refugees these days is trending in the worldwide, as world is facing a refugee 
dilemma, for instant the refugees from Syria through to Europe has got the intention of 
the countries in Europe, which led the European Union (EU) and the Turkish government 
to had discussion on how these migrants could be tackled, as the result the refugees from 
Syria had impacted the diplomatic relation EU and the Turkish government. Therefore 


the protracted refugees in Ethiopia from Somalia are a same scenario. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 


3.1 Introduction 


To study the circumstances of Somali refugees in Ethiopia and their settlements with 
particular focus on the refugees in Aw-barre, Kabribayah and Sheder camps in eastern 
Ethiopia was the primary objective of this study. And assessing how the of refugees in 
the aforementioned camps in eastern Ethiopia impact the diplomatic relations of the 
Ethiopia and Somalia in general and to specifically analyze on how long stayed Somali 
refugees are affecting Ethiopia’s economic, cultural and public diplomacy with Somalia, 
the researcher made the following blueprint steps to achieve the predefined research 


objectives and to collect the necessary information and data. 
3.2 Research Design 


The research was conducted through qualitative research approach and this is because the 
researcher was interested to observe living conditions, stories of refugees and their 
engagement and to listen them, instead of opposing researcher’s pre-defined 
questionnaire and views. This study was also conducted based on three main data 
gathering tools (in-depth interview, document analysis and observation). The researcher 
used both Secondary data source and primary data source. Secondary information which 
is information in existed documents were collect from reports of international and 
national refugee organizations, local and international laws which are newly enacted to 
oversee the legal points of view, from researches done by Ethiopian refugee institutions 
and NGOs. The foreign policy of the two countries were also among the documents 
which were analyzed by the researcher particularly the sections and chapters which are 


dealing refugee and migration diplomacy deeply analyzed. 


Various techniques of primary data collections were also used to find the facts and to 
meet the objectives of the research. These were collected through formal observation and 


key informants interview, before going to the field the researcher developed and prepared 
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semi-structured interview guide questions to each institution which the respondents came 


from to triangulate data gathering and to make sure reliably of the data collected. 


3.3 Tools of Data Collection 


The research employed three different data collection tools which are an Interview (Key 
informant interview) method, document analysis method and observation. The research 
data collection techniques which used for this study during the process of the data 
collection are discussed below in detail and how the researcher with go through to collect 


reliable data from trustworthy source of information. 
3.3.1 Interview 


The researcher interviewed key informants who were purposively selected. This 
interview tool was not the only method of data collection for this research but there were 
also other methods which are discussed in the fallowing sub-sections. The researcher to 
get raw information, more meaningful and error free data, 30 respondents who were 
purposively selected and interviewed. These interviewees were come from four 
institutions and the refugee camps as well and they were distributed as two (2) from 
Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs particularly the department of neighboring 
countries, three (3) from Agency of Refugee and Returnee Affairs (ARRA) of Ethiopia, 
(2) from the United Nations Higher Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and three (3) 
key informants who were diplomats from the Embassy of the Federal Republic of 


Somalia and rest of the 20 interviewees were from the refugees camps. 


The highly educated, leaders of refugee community and protracted ones were asked 
planed interview questions, the interview process was more in-depth, apart from the set 
of questions developed by the researcher prior meeting with some of the respondents 
were further been asked a more elaborative questions to the most of the respondents, this 
additional questions were derived the information provided by respondents during asking 
the interview questions. The members of the camp refugees who were interviewed were 
selected on the bases of their educational level, years of their stay and their leadership 


positions in the refugee community. 
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Most of the respondents were interviewed face to face except two members who 
requested a phone interview as they were concerned carious about the transmission of 
Covid-19. The interview guide questions were variety and depend on the role of 
interviewee’s institution his/her experiences to the issues under the discussion, the 
respondents from every intuition mentioned above were asked separate group of 


questions developed specially to their institutions. 
3.3.2 Observation 


As part of the aforementioned technique of data gathering this study employed 
observation as of method collecting data. The researcher went to the study areas to see 
the actual situations in the ground and observed realities and this observation as part of 
the data and information collection which were utilized and analyzed to achieve the pre- 
defined objectives of the research. The researcher observed refugees settlements whereby 
some of refugee camps are converted in to cities, the livelihood of refugee communities, 
the business activities and co-existence of the hosting and refugee communities. The 
researcher also observed relations between the refugees and refugee organizations, the 
service providing centers like health centers and schools of refugee camps were visited 
by researcher. Moreover the researcher attended food distribution event in Shed-dher 
refugee camp to oversee and critically observe the living condition of the refugee 


families. 
3.3.3, Document analysis 


There are number of reports regarding refugees in each year published the concerned 
bodies of international and regional organizations. The utilization of this documents and 
visiting the significant offices and departments of regional and national refugee 
organizations, to analyze the current issues of these refugee camps under discussion and 
to get an up to date information related to refugees were the reasons to employ this tool 
of data collection. This method of document analysis was made by the researcher as 
technique of acquiring data. Some of the documents which were analyzed are UNHCR’s 
Ethiopian office annual report 2018-2019; this was an important document which 


presents the over-all situational analysis of refugees in Ethiopia including Somali 
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refugees. This document was obtained from UNHCR office in Jigjiga the researcher got 
tremendous up to date information related Somali refugee including how frequently the 
refugee are coming to Ethiopia, their settlements and resettlement to the third countries 


and services which are provided to them. 


The second essential document studied was the Revised Ethiopian Refugee Proclamation 
which was passed in January 2019 by the Ethiopian Parliament (Refugee Proclamation 
No.1110/2019) this is the newly revised law which governs refugees and asylum seekers 
in Ethiopia. The researcher analyzed the document and found new elements which were 
included to this proclamation such as out of the camp right which previously was not 
allowed to the refugees in Ethiopia except Eritrean refugees, the right to higher education 


and permission to work etc. 


Both foreign Policies of the Ethiopia and Somalia were also analyzed on how the two 
documents are dealing with international refugees, migrants and asylum seekers and 
recommendation regarding this was made (see the recommendation section below) finally 
several documents were examined including series of assessments made by ARRA and 


other international refugee conventions and declarations. 
3.4Data Sources 


For this study researcher consulted both primary and secondary sources of information 
as discussed under the research design section above. As the researcher is exploring the 
effect of one variable on anther, (refugee and diplomacy for this situation) it needed all 
fundamental data must be accumulated to make sure purposes the study. For this to occur, 


the researcher utilized and used for both secondary and primary information this research. 


3.5 Target Population and accessing to to respondents 

Target population of this research was Somali refugees in Somali Regional State of 
Ethiopia particular the Somali refugees in camps of Aw-barre, Sheder and Kebriybah. 
The researcher selected these three camps in Fafan zone because it is where the oldest 
Somali refugee camps are in Ethiopia. For instant Kebribayah refugee camp is one of the 


oldest Somali refugees which serve nearly three decades now. The researcher was 


33 


intended to investigate the protracted Somali refugees in Ethiopia and how they engage 
transnational practices of these two nations and the aforementioned camps are where they 


can be found. 


Ethiopia isn’t only Somalia’s neighboring country which hosts Somali refugees, other 
countries which share borders with Somalia are also home to Somali refugees, but what 
motivated this study to be undertaken is less or no existence of academic researches 
regarding the impact of the protracted refugees from Somalia in Ethiopia have of 
diplomatic ties of Somalia and Ethiopia. Ethiopia is considered second country which is 
hosting Somali refugees more than quarter a century and their diplomatic influence not 
only for today but for the long run cannot be ignored anymore, and as researchers failed 


to investigate this phenomenon this research is intended to fill this fundamental research 


gap. 


The respondents of this study were objectively selected from the above stated refugee 
camps. The researcher purposively selected an individuals whose contributions were vital 
to this study based one experiences, duration of their stay at refugee camps and their 
unique stories as well. It is true that everyone in the refugee camps couldn’t provide the 
necessary information needed like the children, therefore questions were needed to ask 
someone who has the basic understanding of subject under the discussion, thus the 
researcher had identified important key informants from the refugee camps for example 
the refugee community leaders and protracted members of the refugee who lasted long in 


refugee camps. 


Also the researcher had interviewed an individuals who could provide necessary 
information about refugees for instant those who work for national and international 
organizations like UNHCR offices in Awbarre, Kebribaya and Sheder refugee camps, 
the Somali diplomats from the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Somalia in Addis 
Ababa and Ethiopian diplomats especially those in foreign service offices, the officials 
from Agency for Refugee and Returnee Affairs of Ethiopia in the above mentioned 


refugee Camps. 
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3.6Data Analysis 


The data obtained by using the interview guide questions was transcribed; edited, coded 
and analyzed after the end of each session of data collection process, the researcher 
conducted face to face an interview with respondents and their responses were well 
noted, the process was constantly going till the all respondents and all study areas were 
visited by the research from the 27" March to April 30 2020. Because of Covid-19 
pandemic two officials from Embassy of federal Republic of Somalia were interview 
through phone as they were at “Stay at Home” condition. The interview guide questions 
were written in English and those who knew this language were asked in English but 
there were respondents who did not know the language the researcher asked translating 
the questions in to Somali language and took the notes in English. Once the saturation 
point is reached, then the central themes of the findings were identified and created 
around each thematic area of the research question and in line with the research 


objectives. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
4. FINDINGS AND DATA ANALYSIS 


4.1 Introduction 


This chapter with its sections and sub-sections is analyzed the information and raw data 
from interviewed individuals, the documents analyzed and observations been made. The 
chapter discussed the circumstances surrounding the refugee in the camps and their 
settlements. The droved factors which brought the Somali refugees in to Ethiopia are 
explicated. Integration between the refugee and local community is further deliberated 
within chapter. The impact of the refugees were been looked at different angles, the 
chapter discussed the impact of the refugee on the environment and areas they were 
settled, the consequences they have on the economy of their hosting communities and 
country in general, influence of the refugees on the diplomatic relations, in terms 
economy, public and cultural diplomacy. Finally the chapter elaborated the challenges 


and advantages of Ethiopian to host hundreds of thousands of Somali protracted refugees. 
4.2 Pushing Factors of Somali Refugees to Ethiopia 


Since late of 1980s Somali Refugees were coming to Ethiopia and they are coming till 
recently (IED, 2017). Driving factors are vary and reasonable. Refugees were asked 
questions like the reason of their migration from Somalia to Ethiopia and almost they 
mentioned similar driving factors that forced them to migrate from their land of origins. 
Forced immigrants usually have several things in common, they flee because they are 
feeling secure in their country, conflict is considered one these drivers. In Somalia there 
is instability for long period of time which is the main factor that drove people from 
Somalia to their neighboring countries. A good number of the respondents of this study 
all mentioned insecurity as one reason of their migration. There are also other reasons of 
migration according the respondents driving factors are included famine, droughts, fear 
of extremist and some even mentioned that they migrated because their willing of 
resettlement in to a third county, because their life in Somalia was difficulty and tough. 
The reasons of migration for Somali refugees and their long time stay in refugee camps 


of Kebribayah, Shed-dher and Awbatre are 
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4.2.1 Insecurity 


Because of the frailty in Somalia and its long history of civil war the refugees from 
Somalia were coming into Ethiopia, when the civil war in the northern part of Somalia 
erupt between ruling military government led by G. Mohamed Siyad Barre and repel of 
Somali National Movement (SNM), in the northern Somalia The coming Somali refugees 
into Ethiopia was increasing day by day, and situation escalated when government of 
Somalia was finally overthrown, by number of repel groups in 1991. The international 
refugee organizations and Ethiopian government established several refugee camps in the 
eastern Ethiopia including, Kebribeyah, refugee Camps, Shed-dher and Awbarre in 
Jigjiga zone along with border of the two countries. The respondents told the one main 
reason of their migration was because they felt insecurity and were seeking safe place to 
live. “I came here in 1991, when the Somali government had collapsed, and I come seeking safe 
place, since then I’m here in Kebribayah, as a refugee in almost 30 years, my children who were 
born here are fathers and mothers” Fatima Garane Somali refugees in Kebribayah refugee 


camp. 


The early attempt of the international community and Somali intellectuals to re-establish 
functional Somali central government had failed, several national conferences were held 
outside and within the country, Ethiopia hosted Sodere Somali consultative conference in 
1997, Djibouti 1991, and Cairo in 1993 and finally Kenya in 2004, all these efforts were 
aimed to bring all the politicians, tribes and traditional leaders of Somalia together to 


resort functional national government of Somalia (Sidney and Naima,2013). 


On the other hand during the aforementioned effort in Somalia there were spreading 
fundamentalist who against any governmental system in the country and want to impose 
their extremist ideology in Somalia thus created new form of conflict and wars. In 2004 
Transitional Federal Government (TFG) led by Colonel Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed was 
resisted by Islamic Courts Union (ICU) which result Ethiopia’s invasion to Somalia in 
2006. Ethiopian arm and TFG in one side and Islamic Courts Union confrontation 
escalated Somali refugees in to the neighboring countries including Ethiopia, the refugee 
camps in Ethiopia alongside with Somalia’s border were flooded by hundreds of 


thousands families and individuals seeking asylum once more (Sidney and Naima,2013). 
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In decades of conflicts and Bloodsheds Somalia become a place where violent 
organizations build their extremist networks and carry out their terrorist operations. Al- 
shabab terrorist group was operating in Somalia more than ten years, the group recruits 
Somali youngsters to fight for them without the consents of the parents. Many Somali 


families left the country fearing that their children would be taken by Al-shabab. 


"Al-Shabab has countless old contenders, so they need to enroll youngsters to 
reinforce its positions. They have begun recruiting youngsters from neighborhood 
schools, and the individuals who would prefer not to go along with them have 
chosen to escape to the neighboring countries, some have come to Ethiopia, others 
to Kenya and others to the government controlled areas” (Rooble Ayaanle, Somali 


refugee respondent in Aw-barre 
4.2.2 Droughts 


According the interviewees droughts and famines were another factor for their arrival in 
to Ethiopia as a refugees. As result of recurrent droughts which sometimes turn to 
famines had occurred several times in Somalia. Families who lost their farms and 
livestock become either internally displaced or refugees to the neighboring countries like 
Ethiopia. In 2011 Somalia faced serious famine which was more similar to the one it had 
in 1991; the recurrent droughts and famine increased the number Somali refugees in the 


above mention refugee camps in eastern Ethiopia. 


“One of reasons people always tell us when they are justifying their fled from 
Somalia is that they lost everything they had because of droughts. As you know 
Somalis are mostly pastoralist and farmers and when they experience shortage of 
rain it is most likely to end up becoming refugees, therefore they seek asylum to the 


Ethiopia or Kenya” Asias Kebribayah refugee camp coordinator of ARRA. 


Environmental change is filling a pattern of weakness for pastoralists and farmers and 
when there is no strong governmental institutions which manages this kind of 
difficulties it is common that the people to move to the nearest other places which they 
can survive. “Numerous individuals showing up coming at these camps because of food 


shortage they faced during dry seasons in Somalia or even when floods hit their farms, 
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and this is one justifiable reason that the Somali refugees used to come” Hassan Imi 


UNHCR officer at Jigjiaga 


"In the past we would develop the homesteads. The stream would rise, and it would 
stream, and we endure. We used to plant maize, tomatoes, sesame and different things 
along the river. But when the waterway is dry and there is no more downpours, therefore 
we decided to find somewhere that the international organizations of refugees can assist 
us. Here was the nearest we could come, and that is why come here” Hirsi Shire Somali 


refugee in Shed-dher refugee camp. 


4.3Integration of Somali Refugees in the Host Society 


Refugees from Somalia are normally come to Ethiopia in east where Ethiopia is bordered 
with Somalia, this region is inhabited Somalis it is the Somali Region of Ethiopia. The 
Somalis who immigrated from Somalia and those in Somali Regional State within 
Ethiopia are same people therefore the refugee to integrate with their hosting 
communities was not difficult. Some refugee families had even close relatives and 
members of their families in the region. It is nature Somali people that one can find 


his/her elder brother in Djibouti, his aunt in Kenya and his parents in Somalia. 
4.3.1 Social Integration 


Social reconciliation begins with the foundation of contacts among refugee people and 
their hosting communities. ‘It is through social association and integration that hindrances 
are removed when common interests are perceived and accommodations are made, as it 
were in the event that communications occur’. The protracted Somali refugees become 
part of the local communities as they over stayed in the environment. The refugees are 
highly integrated with the hosting communities. The youth in the camps who are less than 
at the age 30s and those are at their 40s who came to the refugee camps while they were 
children, they event do not know about their country of origin. They are educated through 
Ethiopia educational system, they leant the other languages of Ethiopia than Somali 
language including Amharic, Oromi-faa and others. They intermarried with local 


communities of Somalis and non-Somalis. 
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Maymuna came to Ethiopia while she was in her teen age in 2009 at Shed-dher refugee 
camp. She went an intermediate school of the refugee camp administered by the Agent of 
Refugee and Returnee Affairs of Ethiopia, she studied preparatory school and when she 
complete the high school studies she was awarded to study her first degree at one of the 
Federal Universities in Oromia region, Maymuna earned her bachelor degree and finally 


she met her husband who is an Ethiopian citizen but by ethnic Somali. 


“Now I have two children and I’m also doing my master’s degree. I feel that I 
belong to this country, but unfortunately I did not get the Ethiopian citizenship 
rather I still hold a refugee status, I’m not also been resettled to third country which 


is my long waited dream”’. 


Unlike Maymuna there are members of the refugees who married with the other ethnic 
groups of Ethiopia, the researcher had observed and met Somali refugee married from the 
other regions of Ethiopia, they intermarried with Oromo, Amhara, Hereri and others. This 
intermarriage became every common in the refugee camps. The researcher had also 
observed the reasons which are encouraging this intermarriage among the Ethiopian 
nationals and Somali refugees. One is that the men is the refugee camps are expected be 
resettled in one of the western countries. The refugees are usually taken by countries in 
Europe, America and Australia. Therefore the people see espousing a person who in the 
process to resettle in Europe and America an easy way to migrate and to get 
naturalization of one of these countries. Second reason of kind of marriage is, that the 
refugee themselves are interesting to be more socialized with Ethiopian communities and 


want to create close connections with the people the country. 


On the other hand among the long stayed Somali refugees in the camps of the eastern 
Ethiopia are people who have skills and highly educated ones, they also contributed to 
the people and the community they came to. They participates social activities of the 
cities and area of the camps, among them; one can find teachers, religious scholars, and 


traditional leaders. 
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“IT came here almost 30 years ago, and since then I’m living with my family in the 
camp, some of my children are now living in the U.S and Canada. As I stayed here 
so long I’m known respected elder, I participated so many social and civil 
conflicts most them successfully settled’”” Mohamoud Hussein refugee elder in 


Kebribayah. 


The refugee increased the population of the areas they are living in, although the rapid 
population increase has its own drawbacks, it has also its merits. Migration is one way in 
which number of people living in certain country or place increase of decrease. The 
decrease comes when peoples migrate from that place, while increase comes when people 
migrate to that place. The rises of the population normally come up with new other things 
such as increase demand of new services and goods, which enhances business activities 
of that area. The refugee camps in Jigjjga zone which some of them seems to be cities 


like shed-dher refugee camp, enhance business and commercial transitions of the region. 
4.3.2 Cultural Integration 


As observed by the researcher Cultural integration among hosting societies and the 
refugees or displaced persons as a process mostly begins with the foundation of contact 
among refugee people and host communities. This cooperation starts with relational 
correspondence or ‘agreeableness' between the evacuees and the host societies that 
expand to serious social collaboration. This collaboration step by step facilitates 
obstructions among the two communities, when this interaction began it creates and 
shape a new way of life to the refugees. The newly established social bonds subsequently 
lead further integration, new business transitions and deep social cohesion starts, for 
example, intermarriage among the members of refugees and _ their hosting 


communities,(Jacobsen, 2001 Crisp, 2004). 


Culture as a set of normal profound and material element of society, it comprises of the 
method of living, qualities, and convictions (UNESCO, 2002). In terms of ethnicity 
Somalis are a homogenous society and most of them follow Islam as their religion. As 


result, when Somali refugees come to Ethiopia, particularly the aforementioned camps in 
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the eastern Ethiopia, the place was already an area inhabited Somali people who are the 


same ethnic group with the refugees. 


They received a great reception from the community and they never feel strange. The 
conflict was less among the refugees and local people. If some minor conflict arise it is 
easy to be tackled because traditional ways of conflicts resolution were use practice. The 
language of the hosting community and refugees in Jigjiga zone from Somalia is one and 
same therefore the communication was not obstruct and this catalyzed a deep rooted 


integration between the communities. 
4.3.3 Economic Integration 


Financial joining is considered as the first and the most significant advance to have such 
integration among displaced people and host communities, (Mekuria, 1988). Ethiopia 
became in 2017 one of the several countries in world that pilot a Comprehensive Refugee 
Response Framework (CRRF), this frame pledge to implement at least nine durable 
solutions for refugees. The Pledges were divided into six mostly important themes of 
education, out of the camp policy, basic social services, documentation, work, and local 
integrations (Tsion, 2018). As per the pledge Ethiopia launched parliament endorsed bill 
which provides some extensive rights to the refugee including access to higher education, 


labor market and freedom to come out from the camps. 


As observed by the researcher although Ethiopia has had an open-door policy towards 
refugees which made the country the second largest refugee hosting country in the 
continent, the refugees were not allowed to camp out of the camps, with some exceptions 
regarding Eritrean refugees (Tsion, 2018). As the result of encampment policy of 


Ethiopia the refugees had not chance to engage business activities. 


“In the context of Ethiopia, the socio-economic integration of refugees refers to 
offering work permits to facilitate refugees’ self-reliance through wage earning or 
self-employment opportunities, and through increased access to education and 
health services. It also includes issuing temporary residence permits. However, it 


excludes naturalization and political participation” (Tsion, 2018). 
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“Prior 2019, we were not allowed to perform business and commercial activities, 
we were not also able live out of the camps, so how could we have business? We 
couldn't, but now travel, living outside of the camp, and to have business is allowed 
for us, therefore I established new small business now” Gullied Ali refugee 


community leader in Kabrebayah refugee camp. 


Moreover, as the Government of Ethiopia starts to understand that the employments 
program for displaced people needs to go beyond the industrial parks, given to some 
extent the trouble of coordinating the abilities set of the outcasts to those sought after in 
the parks, the Bank is thinking about a methodology that would pay private specialist 


organizations to coordinate evacuees with occupations. 


The camps where refugees were settled converted in to cities with wide range of 
population, one can image a city with more than 200,000 people is a city which need 
variety of services because of its population. In an economic point of view the more 
population results more business transactions, and business more transaction increases 
the demand and supply of that zone. The refugees established markets for both the 
hosting communities and refugees as well, new markets event import Somali products, 
and sells also the things which people use to consume for the daily bases, subsequently 
other king of migration started which is rural-urban migration the local pastoralist and 


farmers and settled nearby the refugees camps these settlement also develop new cities. 


Most notable businesses are hotels and restaurants, Ethiopian nationals went to the 
refugee camps and start to run restaurants which sell “Def”, Ethiopian coffee and Alcohol 
while Somalis are running restaurants which sell Somali food. The Hotels were opened 
which serves for anyone who stays temporarily in the refugee camps, it seems that the 
businesses and economic activities were move up. Therefore receiving refugees is not 


only a burden; rather it is a win-win formula instead. 


Although some researcher, scientist, writers and environmental activist are against 
urbanization in all its forms and despite the arguments of some economics in respect to 


rapid population which lead increase negative impact on environment, as this study 
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observed the protracted refugees from Somalia in eastern Ethiopia have greater positive 


impact on the economy of the country and there are fewer drawbacks as well. 


4.4 Basic Education and Health Service for the Somali Refugees 


The refugees are usually provided to basic health and education services. Primary and 
intermediate schools administered by ARRA and health centers are located in each 


refugee camp of Shed-Dher, Kebribayah and Aw-barre in Fafan zone. 


4.4.1 Education 


Among the documents analyzed by the researcher were researchers done by different 
intrusions and stakeholders all of which adduced that primary education is accessible to 
refugees. Improving education opportunities was one of Ethiopia's pledges. In Between 
2017-2018, pre-school, secondary, and tertiary enrollments expanded by 29%, 37%, 
40%%, and 43% respectively according statistics made by ARRA within the academic 
years of 2017/18 to 2019/19, (Agency of Refugees and Returnee Affairs, 2019/20) 


“We also we have a plan to have combined schools with refugees and hosting 
communities, as per the agreement of IGAD member states, in 2017, the hosting 
communities were also given the consideration that they should benefit by hosting 
such long time to these refugees, therefore the two communities will live together in 


harmony” Abdirahman Aw-barre Refugee Camp coordinator of ARRA 


Learning is one of the key systems to accomplish social incorporation of refugees as 
descendants of the two communities go to similar schools, because the interaction of the 
children in every day. Such cooperation isn't constrained to the students only however it 
also gives out to their families too. As the vast majority of the evacuee schools have 
better framework, the arrangement to have consolidated schools will likewise benefit the 


host community as well. 


In December 2017, serves responsible instructions (Ministers of health) of IGAD 
Member States consented to the Djibouti Declaration, this agreement declared and 
considered guarantee that each refugee, returnee, and the hosting society should have an 


access to quality education, and basic health care service . This submitted states— 
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including Ethiopia—to remember outcasts for national frameworks and designs and set 


up least measures and focuses on access and conveyance of value instruction at all levels 


(Tsion, 2018). 





Picture 4.1 ARRA primary school in Shed-dher refugee camp this school and the similar 
ones in the refugee camps provide primary formal education to the children of the 


refugee families and the local communities as well. 


As per the agreement of the IGAD member state in Djibouti, Ethiopian government 
adopted a new refugee proclamation in January 2019, which declares access to education 


as right entitled to refugees. Article 24 of the proclamation reads 


“1/ every recognized refugee or asylum-seeker shall receive the same treatment as 
accorded to Ethiopian nationals with respect to access to pre-primary and primary 


education”’ (CRRF, 2017). 


In addition, the Ethiopian newly revised refugee proclamation further elaborated in article 
24 sub-article two, that the recognized and asylum seekers may have access to secondary 
education; higher education; technical and vocational education and trainings; adult and 
non-formal education within available resource and subject to the education policy of 


Ethiopia. However it seems that this proclamation is imposing some restriction to the 
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accessibility of secondary and higher education of the refugees while it made a 


mandatory to pre-primary and primary education. 
4.4.2 Health Care 


People living in the refugee camps in Fafan zone of eastern Ethiopia have access to basic 
health services. In each of the three refugee camps of the aforementioned zone there were 
health centers which they can access freely. The health centers are administered by the 


ARRA with support and cooperation from the international refugee organizations. 


“Yes we have access to health service, here in the camp, and if the situation of 
patient is beyond the capacity of the health service here in the camp they transfer the 
patient to Referral Hospital of Jigjiga, and if Jigjiga Referral Hospital can’t handle 
also health problem of the patient they usually transfer to Addis Ababa” Yusuf 
Garas Protracted refugee in shed-dher refugee camp. 


The 2019 proclamation also recognize access to health service of the refugee as right of 
every one who has refugee status and asylum-seekers in Ethiopia. The article twenty-five 
(25) of the proclamation reads “Every recognized refugee and asylum-seeker shall have 
access to available health service in Ethiopia “During this study researcher observed 
refugee patients at health centers receiving some health service among them permanent 
women, children and old patients in the treatment centers, mostly they were out patients 


who were taking prescribed medicine. 
4.5The Impact of Refugees on the Environment 


The impact can be positive or negative, but in this section the emphasis is given if the 
refugees made any damage to the environment where the three camps of Kebribayah, 
Shed-dher and Aw-barre are, the respondents provide wide range of information 


regarding to refugee settlement and environmental issues. 


According some key informants of this study since refugee settlement in Shed-dher and 
other areas, the environmental degradation have rose to its worst level. Moreover prior 
studies and researches done by the international and local organizations of refugee and 


environment shown the harmful impact of migration and refugee on their settlements. 
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According to United Nations Higher Commissioner in 1998 the refugee influx and rapid 
population growth results extensive environmental degradation and lead to scarcity of 


water, fertile land and damage the availability and quality of grazing land (Elyas, 2009). 


The massive refugee influx in Shed-dher, Kebribayah and Aw-barre which began in 
early 1990s intensified the environmental problems, as demand of resources drastically 
increased succeeding the construction of refugee settlement which also led urbanization 
these areas. It naturally happens when numbers of people living in certain area increase 


environmentalist never appreciate the impact it might have to the environment. 


“With increase of people the possible impact on the environment is always 
undesirable we have observed ecological and demographical changes since the 
beginning of the refugee influx, forests are converted into agricultural land and 
collection firewood, extraction water and ground surface increased, and land 
pollution is also incremented”” Mahdi Omar refugee and ARRA refugee school 


teacher. 


People use forest source of household energy and house construction, apart from the 
refugee local inhabitant’s burn trees in the forest to make charcoal and they sell to 
refugee and other indigenous residents, this became common commercial and trade 
activities in these areas. As observed more than 95% of the refugee and local people of 


surrounding areas utilize and depend on forest as source of energy. 


The above mentioned actions is creating way more difficulty to the environment, people 
cannot stop utilization of forest as source of energy what so over restriction are imposed 
by authorities because they don’t have and cannot access to other cleaner energy be it 
solar, wind or gas. Arguments from scholars and environment experts regarding 
Undesirable environmental impact of such human activities are strong. This kind of fact 
talked about by Jacobsen in 1997 explaining about it he said "When camps are situated in 
semi-arid or otherwise ecologically fragile regions (as they often are) this concentrated and 
localized increase in demand can lead to rapid degradation." Furthermore, in addition to 
these human actions there might be other natural hazards in the region in shortage of rain 


in some seasons and locust invasion when there is enough rain as it recently happened. 
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4.5.1 How House Construction is Causing Deforestation. 


Construction supplies including roofing and timber etc. are harvested generally from 
natural vegetation by the refugees and the local communities in the area. It is well known 
fact that refugees do not get housing as assistant, rather they completely depend on the 
nearby natural vegetation for construction materials to construct their provisional 
shelters. These impermanent housing things are perishable within specific period of time 
due to the tough meteorological conditions and susceptibility to highly destructive ants is 
common in the region. Gathering of palisade tools action is also practiced in Kebribeyah, 
Shed-dher and Aw-barred besides harvesting for house construction in refugee settlement 
area from the local forest; these have huge environmental impacts in particular tree 


species. 
4.5.2 Using Forest as Source of Energy 


According to the respondents of this study, the families in the refugee settlements deeply 
relay on the forest as resources of domestic energy consumption. The utilizing for 
firewood has incremented melodramatically with the growing number of the population 
who settled in Kebribeyah, Aw-barre and Shed-dher as refugees. Wood (firewood) is the 
main source of energy for food cooking and related activities. In Kebribeyah for instant 
more than 90 percent of the sample family’s respondents found depending on the forest 
resources for firewood as fuel for cooking and it was supposed to stop the refugee 
community from depending on so seriously to utilization of firewood from the forest as 


for their domestic energy which is real hazard to the environment (Elyas, 2009). 
4.6 Transnational Relations of the Somali Refugees in Ethiopia 


There are different connections between immigration, refugee and diplomacy; according 
to scholars like Fiona B. Adamson Just as countries engage with one another in areas 
involving to conflict and peace, trade, economics, culture, the environment, and human 
rights, immigration is increasingly significant area of states’ bilateral and multilateral 
diplomatic relations. Despite a growing range of work on the complex facets of modern 


diplomacy, migration has yet to feature in such analyses, even though it is prevalent in 
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practitioners’ strategies. Examples include intergovernmental agreements that aim to 
encourage—or limit—migratory flows; the extension of preferential treatment to certain 
foreign nationals; the creation of guest-worker or other temporary labor migration 
schemes; the expulsion or threat of expulsion of foreign nationals; and so on. This is not 
to say that there is an absence of work on the interplay between foreign policy and 


population mobility (Fiona, 2019). 


Beyond receipt country and refugee diplomacy, sending country constitute a second 
group of actors that engage in migration diplomacy. These countries are principally 
concerned with the dynamics of emigration, or the outflow of people. Emigration 
diplomacy can be identified in a number of sending states’ policies, both currently and 
historically. Having these elaborations of refugee and diplomacy Somali refugees in 
Ethiopia have made strong connections between the two states in the areas of Trans- 


boundary businesses, people to people relations and socio-cultural interconnections. 
4.6.1 The Trans-boundary Businesses by the Somali Refugees Ethiopia 


According respondents of this study particularly the key informants of the refugees and 
official from the Agency of Refugee and Returnee Affairs of Ethiopia confirmed that the 
refugees are taking advantages of Ethiopian’s new policy and revised refugee 
proclamation which brought about work permission to the refugees and to engage 
commercial and business activities. “The refugee is now entitled to engage any business and 
commercial activities and even they can establish enterprises” Asiyas Kebribayah refugee 
camp coordinator, article 26 sub-article (2) of the revised Ethiopian refugee proclamation 
allows any recognized refugee and asylum seeker to have business individually or by 


collectively without border limitation and restrictions. 


“Every recognized refugee and asylum-seeker shall have the right to engage 
individually or in group, in agriculture, industry, small and micro enterprises, handicraft 
and commerce, in the same circumstance as the most favorable treatment accorded to the 
foreign nationals pursuant to relevant laws” (Ethiopian Refugee Proclamation, 


2019). 
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The refugee protracted Somali had not these chances; the refugees in Ethiopia were 
encamped and their movement was highly restricted. The business and commercial 
activities were not also allowed but since 2017 this circumstance has changed. The 
refugees are now given opportunities of to work and establish businesses, consequently 
the refugees started trans-boundary business transitions. These newly commenced 


business communications were enabled by two main factors 


Proximity of refugee settlement to the border: Most of Somali refugee settlements in 
Ethiopia are near to the border which Ethiopia has with Somalia, thus allowed them to 
engage transnational business activities between the two countries. 
Lifting the encampment policy by the Ethiopian government: The Ethiopian government 
has extended its Out of Camp Policy (OCP), which was previously only benefited by 
Eritrean refugees. This Out of Camp Policy is now permitted any recognized refugee and 
asylum-seeker in Ethiopia and it ease Somali refugees to move in between the two states 
carrying out their commercial routines. 
“I have recently started a business because we are permitted to freely move from the 
refugee camp and comeback at any time we want, we are also been permitted several 
other rights including right to work and to establish our own businesses. These 
permissions allowed me export leather shoes from Ethiopia to Somalia, and these 
opportunity is first of its kind since my arrived here in Ethiopia as refugee”» Hodo 


Mohamed Somali refugee in Aw-barre refugee camp. 


The commercial and business works of the refugees are intense in several areas of which 
they commonly trade on, the owners and founders of these businesses are either refugee 
or former refugee who retuned back to Somalia. They export things which are found in 
Ethiopia and their consumption in Somalia is also high, these are included; 

Coffee: Ethiopia is one of major coffee producing countries in the region of Horn of 
Africa whereas Somalia doesn’t produce coffee and the refugees started to export the 
coffee from Ethiopia to the nearby cities of the other side of the border (Somalia) and to 
major cities of Somalia as well. Consumption of coffee was not high in Somalia before 
the Somali refugee influx to Ethiopia and these new people to people interactions brought 


about Somalis to be familiar with Ethiopian coffee. In history Somalis used to consume 
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coffee from Arab countries for special occasions like during Ramadan and some of 
traditional festivals, however the presence of refugees in Ethiopia for the last couple of 
decades and their connections they have with their people back at home brought 
Ethiopian coffee consumption. 
> Khat: Recently some of the refugee members were trading on Khat, a narcotic stimulant 
plant which grows in Ethiopian highland regions and some parts of Somali Regional 
State of Ethiopia, the Leaves and stems of this plant are consumed and it is highly 
addictive by chewing and the cud is stored in the cheek. Chewing Khat is every common 
Somalia; it arrives from Ethiopia and Kenya. Its Chewing is linked with agricultural 
work; it is also historically related in both Yemen and Ethiopia with religious 
contemplation and meditation. The researcher had observed that the refugees engaged 
this business by transporting Khat to cities, villages and even rural areas along the 
border in the side of Somalia and beyond. One of the questions raised to Abdurrahman 
ARRA officer, the coordinator of Sheder refugee camp was that whether the refugees 
are allowed to beyond the borders leave the country and come back. 
“According our new refugee proclamation which governs the refugees and asylum seeker 
it does not set out restrictions of where the refugee go to, rather article 28 of 
proclamation allows a freedom of movement including leaving the country at any time 
they want, but of course when they come back the agency (ARRA) has to check whether 


this person is recognized refugee or not” Abdurrahman ARRA officer 


> Ethiopian Food (Injera): The cereal grain Teff is one of the main cereal yields of 
Ethiopia; it is the most popular cereal grain for making Injera, which forms the 
traditional basic food in Ethiopia. Although other grains such as sorghum, maize, barley, 
wheat and finger millet are sometimes used Teff has the largest share of area under 
cereal cultivation. Good numbers of Somali refugees are now engaging to trade on it 
because the consumption Injera in Somalia is recently rising and it beacame popular in 
some regions of Somalia like Northeast (Puntland) and Northwest region (Self-declared 
Republic of Somaliland). 
In these two regions there are two groups of people who are major clients of Ethiopian 


food restaurants owners. First, Former Somali students in Ethiopian who were studied 
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Ethiopian high institutions of learning, as there are massive students from Somalia who 
graduates and others come to join as a freshman to Ethiopian public and private 
Universities in each year. Second are the Ethiopian people in these aforementioned areas 
in Somalia. Therefore refugee entrepreneurs see this as market opportunity and they 


established restaurants in the major cities of the above mentioned regions. 


“I have just stated restaurant which provides Ethiopian food and coffee in Garowe, 

Puntland Somalia. We have a lot of customers now, but challenge is transporting the Teff 

and getting works that have the skills of making. Previously I had such 

Kind of businesses here in Shed-der refugee rfugee camps” Fatima Kale Shed-der 
refugee entrepreneur the owner of Merkato Restaurant at Garowe interviewed in Addis 


Ababa. 





Figure 4.2: Merkato Restaurant in Garowe Somalia owned by refugee entrepreneur. 


> Ethiopian Leather Shoes: Additionally Somali refugee are engaged trading on leather 
shoes produced by Ethiopian factories to Somalia. In Ethiopia there are number of 
factories which produce leather shoes among them are Tikur Abay Shoe Factory and 
Anbessa Shoe Share Company. The production of leather shoes in Ethiopia is not new 
and can be trace back to since1930s and now Ethiopian leather shoes is common in the 
region (Toresa, 2007). However some of the Somali refugee entrepreneurs buy the shoes 


from these companies and transport to cities in Somalia by selling a bit higher price. 


This shows that the trans-boundary business interconnections and contribution of the 
refugee to this matter of transnational practices between the hosting country and 


communities and the land of origin. Immigrants increase development by serving as 
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productive customers and producers in their host state and societies. From a 
customer viewpoint, refugees have huge buying ability especially when they are high 
in number due to their sheer size. Consequently, many local producers see refugees 
as a significant new purchaser in marketplaces of the goods and services. The Somali 
refugees in the Eastern Ethiopia were important customers to local communities and 
creators of new markets. The refugees are viewed connecting bridge between the two 
countries in terms of business and cultural relations. One might identify some minor 
of drawback of refugee to the environment but the overall impact of Somali 
protracted refugees in Ethiopia is positive as far as trans-boundary relations are 


concerned. 
4.6.2 People to People Relations 


Public diplomacy is separate from public dealings, by saying that public diplomacy is a 
more detailed term in so far as international relations is usually associated with countries 
and states’ public diplomacy comprises linking with publics of different states. Public 
diplomacy links with other states or their peoples through the medium of culture this 
involves the exchange of different skills, practices, information, ideas, art and other 
aspects among people of different nations, which fosters mutual understanding between 
people and cuntries. Somali refugees in the camps of Shed-dher, Aw-barre and 
Kebribayah are making everything that public diplomacy stands for, the movement of 
these people and their connection they have with their people back home had contributed 
so much to perceptions and public opinion of the people of the two countries in a positive 


way. 


Cultural interaction and relations offer a platform for informal affiliation constructing a 
trust among the nationals of Somalia and Ethiopia: it keeps open transferring channels 
and recalibrates relations for changing times. Given the movement of migrants into 
different parts of Ethiopia who are in most cases received amidst mixed reaction by the 
host communities; cultural contact provides a platform for different cultural exchanges 
for the benefit of Ethiopia as a country at large and one would argue to some extent that 
cultural practices can be used as a tool for public diplomacy in a society. Every one of the 


respondents interviewed stated that the stay of Somali refugees in the Ethiopia has 
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tremendous impact to the community level relations which will also influence relations 
of the two counties not only today but also for the long run. Inter-marriage became 


common among refugees and Ethiopian nationals. 


“Inter-marriage is very common, the people who came here while they were children are 
now inter-marrying with the citizens this country. I can say nearly 50% young Somali 
refugee some who went back to Somalia, some those who were resettled to third countries 
and some who are Still here were get married with Ethiopian citizens from all ethnic 


groups” Huda Isse Somali refugee at Aw-barre refugee Camps 


The movement of the people crossing the borders began when the refugee crisis 
commenced in 1980s and1990s before these times the people to people interactions of the 
two countries were less. There were no factors encouraging people to have relationship 
up to such level, the business and trade relationship between the Somalia and Ethiopia 
was less or not existed, educational and cultural connections were also not that strong, 
there were hostile and siege mentality which prevailed among the nationals of the 
neighboring states. All these were real factors on the ground, thus diplomacy relations of 
these two states was not appreciated for the result Somalia and Ethiopia had a greatest 
war which two African countries ever had in the history of the continent from 1977 to 
1978 under the leadership of Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam and General Mohamed 
Siyad Barre. 


After the collapse of Somalia’s central government and eruption of civil war in the 
country which lead a massive Somali refugee influx in to Ethiopia, the long stay of 
Somali refugees in Ethiopia which is nearly three decades now has unveiled new 
interaction and people to people relations among the nationals and societies of these 
neighboring countries. Diplomats who were being interviewed by this study see this as 
one of dynamic changes in the region and believed its impact is undeniable not only 


today or tomorrow but for years and decades to come. 
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4.7The Pitfalls and Benefits of Ethiopia by Hosting Protracted Somali 
Refugees 


International refugees and migrations usually come up with both benefits and challenges 
to the receiving country whenever they are in world, Somali refugees in the Jigjiga zone 
of Ethiopia are not exception. The availability of required funding and support from the 
international community is less, the Ethiopian government is facing burden on how to 
cover the basic needs of the refugee, in addition the refugee settlement areas are facing 
environment degradation which is discussed in the above section this study and how the 
refugee who are protracted impacting the environment negatively is elaborated. Refugees 
in contrast have some benefits to their receiving country, they are not merely for pitfalls, 
positive on the economic, and strengthening of bilateral relations through pubic and 


cultural diplomacy is part of their advantages. 
4.7.1 Challenges 


According ARRA high officials who were interviewed by this study there are some 
challenges that Ethiopia is facing currently, some of the most important pitfalls which 


respondents highlighted can be summarized as following; 


Shortage of fund: Ethiopia was receiving financial and technical support from the 
international refugee of organization such as United Nation agencies and others, 
however, as the World is experiencing refresh refugee crisis in different parts of the globe 
particularly in Asia and the Middle East of Syrian and Yemeni refugees now the focus on 
these organizations is on tackling these new emergencies. For the result the financial 
support from these international organizations has diminished, therefore the burden to 
cover the basic service delivery is now on Ethiopian government. 

Environmental challenges: As discussed above refugees has impact of the environment 
which is not always a friendly one rather degradation impact. Refugee influx is one of the 
ways which bring rapid increase of population of a certain area and when it happen the 
demand and over utilization of the resources occur. “Of course there are number 


challenges among these difficulties are financial shortage, environmental impact and 
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lack of enough resource such water housing” Asias ARRA refugee camp coordinator in 


Kebribayah in has stated. 


Shortage of housing and water: Other challenging issue to manage is lacking of drinkable 
water resources and housing, according to the Agency of Refugee and Returnee Affairs 
of Ethiopia since the refugee settlement in these areas of Kebribaah, Shed-dher and Aw- 


barre getting enough drinkable water to refugee is being trending problem. 
4.7.2 Benefits 


Apart from all the above discussed pitfalls of Ethiopia by hosting protracted Somali 
refugees there are also some benefit alongside with those challenges, again according to 
the interviewees of this study especially those who served long to the national agency of 
refugee affairs highlighted some important benefits of hosting long stayed Somali 


refugees in Ethiopia, let us summarize most essential once; 


Wining the hearts of Somali people: As Ethiopia became a home of Somalis who fled 
from their country because of war, conflict, famine, and fear of extremism, Ethiopia 
became a place where they stay safely for more than three decades with great reception, 
peace and harmony. Hundreds of thousands of refugees who came to Ethiopia are 


resettled to third countries in Europe, United States, Canada and Australia. 


Those resettled to aforementioned states and continent have still connections to Ethiopia 
either because of their Ethiopian friend and relative established during their stay in 
Ethiopia or because they have family members who remain in the Ethiopia, consequently 
it seems that the whole perception of the Somali people even those in Somalia is greatly 
changed. “The most important thing we inherit by hosting this refugee is that we won the 
heart of our Somali brothers and sister worth a lot for us really” Abdurrahman refugee 


camp coordinator at Shed-dher refugee camp. 


Refugee are as connecting bridge between Ethiopia and the international agencies: 


Ethiopia being the second leading nation in Africa by the total of refugees hosted, 
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numerous International Refugee Organizations have flood into the country in response to 
the some of the refugees’ matters that cause them to travel from one place to another. 
IOM one of the biggest refugee and migration agency internationally has had its 
attendance in Ethiopia since 1980s to attempt and deal with the refugee's problems not 
forgetting the UNCHR that has its familiarity on the ground in the country on migrants’ 
issues. These agencies have therefore promoted diplomatic relations between Ethiopia 
and several nations who receive and support refugee programs implemented in Ethiopia. 
An organization like IOM implements various livelihood programs in disadvantaged 


communities. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


5.1 Conclusion 


Refugees indeed have undeniable impacts to the diplomatic ties of the countries 
International migration and refugee is an important theme in foreign policy. While states 
are conducting their foreign policies, they pay consideration to the migration and refugee 
related issues ranging from boundary safety to the provision of safeguarding and 
protection for refugees. As this study examined it is revealed that the effects of protracted 
Somali refugees in Ethiopia have on diplomatic relations of the hosting country 
(Ethiopia) and the country of origin (Somalia) are notable, these impacts are not only 
expected to be current and short term influence but also they are expected to last for the 
long run. These effects of refugees on the bilateral relations are shown and realized in 


different ways, through economic, public, cultural and diplomacy. 


After the breakdown of Somalia's central government and outbreak of the civil war in the 
nation which lead an enormous Somali outcast convergence in to Ethiopia, the long 
remain of Somali refugee in Ethiopia which is almost three decades now has been 
disclosed by this study their tremendously current impact and the all possible long run 
diplomatic effects of these two nations from an individual level relationships and grass 


root connections to nationwide diplomatic ties. 


The study has also unveiled not only refugee impact of the diplomatic relations of the two 
neighboring states but also exposed refugee’s effects as interfacing span among Ethiopia 
and the worldwide refugee organizations. Ethiopia being the second leading nation in 
Africa by the aggregate of refugees aided, various International Refugee Organizations 
have flood into the nation in light of the a portion of the outcasts' issues that cause them 
to venture out starting with one spot then onto the next. IOM one of the greatest 
immigrant and movement organization globally has had its participation in Ethiopia since 
1980s to endeavor and manage the evacuated person's issues, not forgetting the UNCHR 


that has its commonality on the ground in the nation on refugee problems. 
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The research also elaborated the general issues surrounding the Somali refugees in the 
Jigjiga Zone of Ethiopia by looking at different angles the study has assessed living 
situation of refugee by focusing three refugee camps in Fafan Province of eastern 
Ethiopia. the researcher met an interviewed those who were most knowledgeable 
individuals to the subject matter among then were Somali diplomats in Ethiopia who 
were given a notable information on how Somalia refugees in Ethiopia are instrumental 


when comes to bilateral relations of the two state. 


The study has evaluated wide range aspects of refugees including their driving factors 
which brought them in to Ethiopia where the refugee respondents provided variety of 
information in regard to their migration from Somalia that forced them to migrate. The 
refugee settlements and camp life, the study analysis accessibility of the refugee to the 
basic necessities of education health care, food and housing, the study also accessed to 


the environmental impact of the refugee. 


Finally the refugee crisis in these days is trending global issues and it impacts the 
bilateral diplomatic relations of the receiving state and the country of origin, it can also 
effect the international relations of hosting country other countries than the sending 
nation or event international inter-governmental organizations, good example is Syrian 
refugee and how they impact diplomatic relations of Turk and European union (EU), 
whereby Syrian refugee became a bargaining tool of Turkey to advance its Foreign 
Policy towards the EU. The Britain Exit (Br-exit) was indirectly impact the refugee influx 
from the Middle East and Africa to Europe which finally paves the way the withdrawal of 
the UK from the European Union. 


Therefore refugee impact on diplomatic relationship is essential and as revealed by this 
research the Somali refugee who lasted more than three decades in Ethiopia have similar 
of event strong diplomatic impact the ties Somalia and Ethiopia that is not a short term 
impact but according to the key informants of this study it be long lasted diplomatic 


influence. 
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5.2 Recommendation 


Based on the findings of the research, discussions, analyses and the conclusions above 


the researcher is now forwarding the following recommendation points; 


Formulation and practicing of Refugee and Migration Diplomacy: In Ethiopian 
context, the country was hosting hundreds of thousands of refugees if not millions for last 
three decades and it is still considered the second largest refugee hosting nation in the 
entire continent of African. However Ethiopia’s Foreign Affairs and National Security 
Policy and Strategy is not shown how Ethiopia will diplomatically deal with the 
international refugees and immigrations. Although the country has a separate refugee 
law adopted in 2019 one can identify the need to have refugee and migration diplomacy 
practice in place and its inclusion in to the Foreign Affairs and National Security Policy 


and Strategy. 


Refugee and migrations is global trending issue which is not only impacting the bilateral 
relations hosting state and the country of origin but it is also connecting bridge between 
and among the receiving country the international organizations. The presence and influx 
of refugees of a country can also impact the diplomatic ties of receiving country has with 
an entire region or a group of countries multilaterally like the case of Turk and the EU 


relations in regard of Syrian and the Middle East refugee crisis. 


In the current global refugee and the migration crisis some countries which are receiving 
large number of refugee influx are taking advantage out of this by practicing refugee and 
migrations diplomacy. Ethiopia apart from hosting this wide range of refugees not only 
from Somalia but almost all of its neighboring countries of South Sudan, Sudan and 
Eritrea the practice of Refugee and Migration and diplomatic relations of Ethiopia is less 


or not existing as observed by this study. 


Somalia similarly, which unlike the Ethiopia is one of the most refugee producing 
country continent wide. However Somalia was recently receiving refugees main from 
Yemen which means despite of been refugee producing state it is also a refugee hosting 


country now. Nevertheless Somalia its current Foreign Policy document adopted in 2015 
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lacks the inclusion of Refugee and Migration diplomacy therefore the need to have 


refugee and migration diplomacy is there. 


Formation of bilateral refugee task force: Currently there is not body or committee 
formed the two countries to work on the refugee issues. Ethiopia and Somalia share long 
border line, one is hosting the refugee produced by the other, some refugee might also 
need to go back home which needs the two governments to work together all the 
technical and legal issues of refugee therefore the establishment of refugee task force by 
the state is vital. 

Caring the refugee settled environment: This study shown that the impact of the 
refugee to the environment is not healthy thus certain measures of environmental 
protection are need in the areas which the refugees are settled. These are significant not 
only for bringing and meaningful situation in the area, but also it is vital to measure and 
value a given intervention in the area. The camp management should create consistent 
communal and institutional discussion and involvement with stakeholders who are 


directly or indirectly affected by the impact of the refugee settlement in the areas. 


Establishing Influential strategies and regulation for the refugees is significance. Without 
having a legal frame work and policy it is difficult to talk about enforcing appropriate 
measures of burning and controlling the illegal and unsustainable activities. The country 
need to ratify policy for the refugee matters and their activities in their stay with in the 
country. In some cases this may be a more cost-effective measure for protecting the 
environment than direct implementation of field activities. 
Strengthening the integration of the hosting community and the refugees: Creation 
of varied improved chances for civic interactions between the refugees and host societies 
is recommendable; different kinds of facilities at various places and at different events 
are ideal prospects and platforms for interface within a community at all levels of 
encounters; be it first encounters or constant are good opportunities to construct relations 
between the two communities. 
Projections for the longer term and more collaboration can increase, through ordinary 
accidental activities like meeting at the public places, working together, and children 


sharing the same schools which are generally the foundations for even stronger contacts 
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between community members and even longer engagements and developments together. 
Shared welfares and distresses also can be contributors, which can be varied like the 
receiving together for joint interest in a specific activity or even sporting occasions, being 
parental and general actions of common benefits for humanizing their district 
relationships and communications. Several prospects like partaking in the employment 
oriented activities might be crucial for creating a wider range of integrations, a diverse 
range of chances are essential to escape over-reliance on a specific prospect. Such will 
measures make sure the inclusion of all the clusters in that specific society to avoid 
concentration on merely a particular phase but to all age groups, social classes, and 
benefits are well thought-out if are unable to participate in any one specific social group 


of relations. 


5.3 Suggestion for Further Studies 


Finally the researcher is suggesting further studies to be carried out by the other 
researchers, academicians and the research institutions and individuals. This is because 
bilateral relations of the Ethiopia and Somalia can be hugely impact by some other 
factors than the protracted refugees. This research has discovered the long lasted Somali 
refugees have tremendous impact on the diplomatic ties of the two states but it might not 
be the mere factor that influences in the current, mid and long term relations of these 


neighboring countries. 


The study is suggesting two main areas need further study on how they also impact the 
current and the long term of diplomatic relations Somalia and Ethiopia. First, Ethiopian 
troops as part of African Union Assistant Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and their 
impact of the bilateral diplomatic ties. Second factor that may impact the diplomatic 
relations and need further study is numerous Somali students in Ethiopian in Universities 


and their implication they might have the bilateral ties of the two nations. 


The implication Ethiopian troops as part of A MISOM on the bilateral relations: 
Ethiopia has been one of troops contributing countries to peacekeeping operation in 
Somalia known as the AMISOM; indeed one can argue that troops of Ethiopia present in 


Somalia might impact the diplomatic relations of Ethiopia and Somalia. There were also 
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i. 


non-AMISOM Ethiopian arms sent to Somalia several times, in 2006 Ethiopia sent 
military forces to Somalia to assist Transitional Federal Government (TNG) war against 
Islamic Courts Union (ICU) at that time. The military involvement of Ethiopia in 
Somalia since 2006 and its effect on bilateral diplomatic ties need further study to be 
undertake, and this is open to the researchers and University graduates to investigate 

The effects of Somali Scholarship Students in the Ethiopian Universities on the 
Diplomatic ties: Ethiopian Government has been providing both undergraduate and 
postgraduate scholarships to Somali students for the last ten years. The scholarship 
comprise government employees scholarship program which is intended to capacitate 
the civil servants, student from Somalia who won this kind of scholarship usually join 
Ethiopian Civil Service University (ECSU). There is also another type of scholarship 
which given to high schools and first degree graduates by Ethiopian Government to 
Somali Students, the winners of this scholarship join federal universities throughout 
Ethiopia every year, and for the result the Federal Government of Somali appointed 
Culture and Educational Attaché to Ethiopia, therefore the diplomatic impact this 


scenario also need further study. 
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Appendix (1) 


The interview guide questions for the refugees 






































No Question 
1 Why did you come here in Ethiopia? 
: Why did you choose to come to Ethiopia then other places or other 
countries? 
a How long have you been here as refugee? 
4 Do you engage business and commercial activities? 
5 Did you integrated with your hosting community in terms of 
i) Culture 
li) Business and commercial activities and 
ili) Socially 
5 Do you think your business and remittance has anything to do with economy 
of this country? If yes, how? 
Do you have all the necessary services in the camp 
i) Schools 
and 
il) basic health services 
Does your government (the government of Somalia) aware about your 
situation here? 
Zz Do you have a plan to return back to your country? If yes when? 
And Do the driven factors still exist there in your country? 
8 What impact (s) your stay has to do with the relations of the country of your 





origin and your hosting country? If any what are those impacts? 
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The interview guide questions for the office Ethiopian Agency for Refugees and 
Returnee Affairs (ARRA) 





No 


Question 





How often refugees from Somalia come to Ethiopia? 














3 Is there any committee or a body formed by the Somali government and 
Ethiopian government bilaterally which works on the Somali refugee issues? 
If yes what are their task? 

4 Are the Somali refugees impacting the bilateral relations of the two countries 
in terms of economy and culturally? And if they are impacting how? 

5 Do the connections which refugees have back to their country of origin 
impact the public opinion and people to people relations? If yes how? 

6 Do you consider coming refugees from Somalia is challenge to national 
security of Ethiopia? If yes how? 

7 What are challenges of Ethiopia to host a refugee from Somalia so long? 











What are advantages of Ethiopia host refugees from Somalia? 


68 





The interview guide questions for the office UNHCR 























No Question 

1. How frequently Somali refugees come to refugee camps? 

Z How frequently the Somali refugees go back to Somalia? 

5 Do they have basic education in the camps? 

4 Do the refugees have basic health care? 

5 Are they allowed to get out of the camp? 

6 How the protracted Somali refugees in Abwabarre, Kebribayah and Shedher are 


impacting the economic activities of the local communities? 











What roles is UNCH playing the resettlement of Somali refugees in Ethiopia? 





The interview guide questions for Somali Diplomats in Ethiopia 




















No Question 
1. How the Embassy of the Federal Republic is working with Ethiopian government on 

the issues of Somali refugees in the Ethiopia particularly the refugees in Abwabarre, 
Kebribayah and Shedher? 

2 Does the embassy have personnel who specifically deal the refugee issues? 
Economically and culturally? 

3 Does the embassy any services to the Somali refugees? If yes what are those 
services? 

4 How refugees are impacting the bilateral relation of the two countries Economically, 





culturally, politically and diplomatically? 
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Appendix (2) 


The demographic characteristics of the Interviewees 

























































































No Name Sex | Age | Level of | Years of stay 
Education 

1 Husien Ahmed M | 45 High school 19 

2 Maymuna Khalif F 31 M.A 11 

3 Mohamed Warsame M_ | 36 M.A 9 

4 Hirsi Geelle M | 51 High school 17 

5 Mahdi Omar M | 38 B.A 15 

6 Hawo guled F 41 B.A 9 

7 Halimo Yusuf F 54 High school 20 

8 Muhubbo Adam F ao High school 10 

9 Rooble Ayaanle M | 61 B.A 18 

10 Fatima Garane F 53 High school 21 

11 Heirsi Adan M_ | 66 B.A 29 

12 Adan Garas F 38 B.S 15 

13 Awo Ali F 62 High school 28 

14 Hinda Dalab F 29 B.S Doh 

15 Maryan Abdirahman | F 47 High school 7 

16 Geelo farah B 58 B.A 18 

17 Asiay M | 42 M.A Non refugee (from ARRA) 

18 Absirahman M | 51 M.A Non refugee (from ARRA) 

19 Fardus Isse F a B.A Non Refugee (from the Embassy of 
Somalia) 

20 Jaffar Jama M | 46 M.A Non Refugee (from the Embassy of 
Somalia) 

21 Solomom M | 40 M.A Non Refugee (From MoFA Ethiopia) 

Ze Nihine M_ | 35 M.A Non Refugee (From MoFA Ethiopia) 

23 Mohamed Abdi M_ | 30 M.A Non Refugee (From ARRA) 

24 Muna Ali F 31 M.A Non-Refugee (From UNHCR) 

25 Huda F 42 B.S Non-Refugee (From UNHCR) 

26 Mohamoud M | 62 M.A Non Refugee (from the Embassy of 
Somalia) 

24 Fatima Kale F 39 High school 11 

28 Ayaan Gurhan F 47 Grade 10 10 

29 Hodo Mohamed F 39 High school 16 

30 Muslimo Lyow F 28 High school 5 
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